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Anglo- Russian Convention hel 


( 894 ) 


is now bent upon making the Government of India, either permanently 
temporarily, a to the Persian affairs. It remains, therefore, to 8 
sidered whether Persia would be a loser or gainer by this change of 


allowed to take part in the Persian loan of fifty thousand liras, is a 2 : 

of policy, We apprehend that all questions relatin 8 6 
those of Afghanistan, be made over to India and then the 
liberal people of 1 would not be able to exercise any influence on the 


Foreign Minister of London, who will have a good excuse then in the followir 
words :-—“ The Government of India thinks it advisable”. 8 
Regarding what the -Governor-General says about the disorders 
of the south in the past two years, we have only to say that their 
real cause is the intervention of the Fo Consuls in the internal 
affairs of Persia. For instunce, the English Consul’s giving shelter. to 
Kavam-ul-mulk, who was under orders of banishment both by the Government 
and the people, made Shiraz a virtual battle-field for nearly four months, 
In our opinion, if the Foreign Consuls do not interfere in the Persian 
affairs, the Government of Persia would be quite able to maintain. 
in the country. We cannot, however, deny the exiatence of revolutions 
in Persia, but such revolutions: naturally follow change of Government in 
all countries. But for the foreign intervention, things would not have come 
‘to such a pass in Persia, The change of Government or, in other words, the 
establishment of a Constitutional Government in Persia took place in 1905, 
but revolution did not begin till after the conclusion of the Anglo- Russian 
Convention in 1907. To be fair and plain, the Anglo-Rassian..Conveution is 
the real cause of all disorders and revolutions in Persia. Persia is as weak 
now as she had been for the past thirty years, but never did Russia make — 


sort of open interference in the country. The. utmost she could accomplish 
was to get some concessions by bribing the authorities. or other underhand 
practices. The open interference of Russia and the utter silence of the 
nglish are all the results of this very Convention. We cannot find fault with 
Lord Hardinge, the Governor General of India, for attaching importance 
to this Convention, for he himself is a member of the party to it. If 
look minutely, we shall find that the disorders of the south did not do such 
harm to the English as to justify such interference; the statistics of the 
Customs of the Persian Government goes to show this. Though the Governor- 
General of India has, against ‘the policy of Sir Edward Grey, eaid that . the 
wd gro maintain the integrity and sovereignty 
of Persia, the way in which he is going to interfere belies his statement. 
Those: who are acquainted with the state of affairs in Southern Persia, and 
with the powers and influence of the tribes of that part, know full well that 
if the suggestions of the Governor-General of India are given effect to, the 
whole of the natural power of the country would fall into the hands of the 
representatives of the English, and anarchy would rule supreme in the country, 
as none of the Khans and Reises of the province, who would side with the 
English representatives, would no longer be amenable to the control of the 
Persian Government. With the help of the heads of these tribesmen, the 
English representatives would then reject all Governors whom they would not 
like. The King of Persia will then have left for himeelf the same nominal 
sovereignty as is enjoyed by the Khedive of Egypt now-a-days. The Russians 
too, would follow the same policy in the north of Persia. If such he the result of 
the Convention, and such the meaning of. . „then happy is the oondi- 


tion of Bokhara and Egypt. Referring to the ok the Governor-General, 
one of our friends said “an iron hand is in a velvet glove.” The only advan- 
tage which the English Government is likely to derive from this policy, is to 
make itself strong by subjugating and training the southern tribes, 80 that it 
may successfully check the Russian advance to the Gulf. But this is a v 
weak, idea, for the Russians, too, would follow the same policy in the north and, 
when necessary, adding their own „ proceed towards the Gulf. If the 
English cannot stop their coming to the Gulf ‘to-day, certain! y they would not 
be able to do so to-morrow. Still more wonderful is that the interference which 
the Governor-General hes in view refers to the neutral sone. This policy of 
transgressing the just bonds of the terms of the Convention, has been followed. 


, 
ae n> 
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e English for the past two years, and it is because of:this poliey bai f 
i 9 unable to 4 fault with Russia for transgressing the terms of 
of the Convention. 0 e 
We still adhere to our former opinion that the safety of India and England 
. from a Russian blow depends upon the English helping Persia to maintain her 
to sovereignty, and not only themselves refraining from interference in her 
he domestic affairs, but also preventing Russia from doing the same, otherwise the 
he result of the policy * by Sir Edward Grey and the Government of India 
ag would be disastrous. ‘The English would come to know of their politic | 
| mistake soon, but the disease would then be past all remedy, The Government 1 55 
Ts of India would fail to gain its object and will be obliged to send a larger 


punitive force, and what has been anticipated would be the result, viz:, if we 
send troops we shall not be able to extricate ourselves and the division of 
Persia would then decidedly take place. We only say that if the Government 
of India entangles itself in the south of Persia it will have to face such dangers. 
as would make her quite impotent to check the entrance of its rivals | 
Russia and Germany, into the Persian Gulf. The policy, which the India 
Government is going to adopt, would increase bloodshed, murder and illage 
in the country, for as soon as it would strengthen one tribe and ‘enter into a 
war with another the traffic on the roads would naturally be stopped, merchan- 
dise would be robbed and for years the tribes would remain enga ed in civil 
war, Though the tribe which would be helped by the Euglieh would be 
stronger, yet the hatred of the people with that tribe, the enmity. of the spiritual 
leaders with it, and the sympathy of the general mass with other tribes, . would 
make the English support and help of little avai: to it. | | 
We not only think this policy to be prejudicial to Persia, but also of no 
benefit to England, It seule. away all natural strength and influence of 
the Persian Government, and make it a mere toy in the hands of ‘the Russian 
and the * e TRY e 
The influence whioh the speech of the Governor General had on the 
Indians, is evident from the meeting held in the Calcutta Town Hall in which 
the leaders of both the Hlndu and Muhammadan communities had, from all 
parts of the countries, taken purt. 3 
In conclusion, the paper reproduoes a translation of the telegram which a 
correspondent of the Frankfoat Zeitung sent from Teheran to Berlin, on the 1 
effect of the Anglo- Russian Convention on Persia, in support of its statement Aa 
that now-a-days the public look to actions andenot to diplomatic words. ; hy 
3. Referring to the telegrams received by the London Times from Nine An a 
Teheran about the effect of the speech of the Governor-General: of India on "hack a a 
_ Governor-General of India oa the Persian Cabinet, and also the message receivet 1 
Persian affairs. by the Consul-General Grey (?)in Calcutta from Woe 
„ Teheran, the: Nama-i-Mugaddas Hablul Matin i 
(Calcutta) of the 1st April says that the telegrams referred to speak for them- 19 
selves both as regards the condition of Persia as well as the object of the Powers. 1 
Russia who has already smothered the feeling of liberty and desire for Constitu- 
tional Government in the people of Tabrez, Rusht, Anzeli and Kasvin, now 
wants to do the same with the people of Khorassan, and there is no ‘doubt that 
she will succeed in her attempts. The result would be that either the Mejlisa 
will not be formed at ail, or it would be formed on the model of the Russian 
ne and according to the plan of the two Powers, so that its existence would 
2 to non-existence. Russia has, for the past two months, been 
65 her troops to Khorassan towards this end. The people and the 
overnment of Persia are to be blamed for furnishing the neighbours an 
opportunity for interference. Such being the case, this is not the time for 
quarrelling for a Constitutional or a Despotic form of Government but for 
unity among the people. The Ministers are also losing their own authority 
and importance, for no sooner the foreigners get @ firm footing in Persis, the 
the first thing that they will do, will be to turn out those very ministers. 
The news of the avceptance of the conditions of the loan ‘is ‘based 
upon the telegrams received to that effect, but from messages recéived from 
those en i 2Ppears that the authorities are trying to effect a modification of 
hes © 59 though to what extent is not yet known. The paper, however, 
no doubt that the consequence of accepting the conditions would be the 
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transfer of military strength and the finances of the’ eme into 
hands. 

Persia would then be ‘reduced to the position of Lahistan ‘arid 
The Empire says tliat the curtain would be soon raised, and the E 


then find to their’ ‘great shame and sorrow that they must ive ut e 
any gain, while there would be danger: shkentening’Indes alec, 5 3 
this, it is said that the integ 


togrity and the sovereignty off Persia eal not be 
e 


affected 1 by the Convention of two Powers. 1 ho: Governor- General ot 
India also says the same thing. Do our Ministers know their historical reg 


sibility? Do the two Powers believe that the feeling of liberty would b 
— in Persia at onoe? If so they are mistaken. ‘Russia has not been 
able to kill the feeling of liberty in Lahistan for ihe past hundred years, and it 
has always been a source of loss and trouble to her. Persia would now add to 

caused to her by Labisten. 


NaMat-Mo Das 

Hamel Maris, 

April. let, 1918. Hyderabad branch of the. 
Oaleutts Red Orescent Society. 


— — 
— — — * 


— —a—ũ— wt E 


afaq . — Hy. Ment 
Club „ onder the . ol ‘Mahan Ali, — of Niem olle 
in which one Muhammad Jafar Talib Afandi addressed the meeting, and a 1560 
lution was passed to open a branch of the Calcutta Red Crescent Society there. 
regnen tens 5. Referring to the see nS — rr Ma * Caleutta b he 
dix, „ leaders of the Hindus, mmadans an 
rn sage 0 1 Hall meeting ™ Ohristians of India, to express their n abode 
the illegal interference’ 4? of ‘Russia in Persia, 8 
and to ask for the intervention of the British Government, the 4 
Mugaddas Habiul Matin [Calcutta] of the Let April says that it waé perhaps the 
first oovasion that all classes of the Indian public | met together to express their 
joint opinion on any subject. 
Mawa-t-Mvqappas 6. One Taqi Zada Mumtazus-sultanat in refutation of the various charges 
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BHastun. Manz. 


** broughtagainst him by his countrymen ina pam 
e jg Telegrams of es 24d. Mun. Jot entitled 4 The incidents’ ef Lac 225 1 
which the telegrams sent from Paris by the said 
Taqi Zada to the Ministers at Teheran; have been published,’ with alterations 
and tamperings, publishes, in the Namavi: Mugaddas: ‘Hahlul Matin (Calcutta) ‘of 
of the 116 april ri, all the original telegrams and says that the ‘charges ‘brought 
against him by his countrymen of having some hand in the dissolution of the 
Mejliss and the acceptance of the Russiau ultimatum, are all false. 
Wama-1-Mvqapvas | 7. The Nama i· MAugadda⸗ Hablul Matin: [Calcutta] of the tat April publishes 
3 the: telegram. sent through the Ministers to the 
leder. e the -spiritual Regent by the spiritual leaders, who say thst 
they are sorry to hear of the new conditions 
proposed. by England and. — 4 The Ministers; in the absence of the Mejliss 
and without the sanction of the members, have no right to settle with ‘the 
foreigners such questions as would effect the sovereignty and integrity of ‘the 
country. They conclude the ‘telegram ting that the election would at 
once take A mo Mejliss. would be formed without: delay and the Regent would 
8 4 — the tun damental ‘principles: ‘of law and the ree 

or the country. 
Marne 8. The iN Habiut Matin Coe. of ‘the ‘at | Ape Ap 
1 ublishes a letter spiritu 

April 1st, 1918 Letters of the spiritual leaders Age Mirza M ohammu d P a qi of Shiraz, Ae 
to the learned: men, Syeds, chiefs of tribes, merchants, eto. , eto. Ware and 
other Muhammadans all over the world, in which be s that th 2785 
give up their minor differences, unite together, help'each other in checki 
advance of the foreigners and protect the sovereignty of the Islamic count. 
_-_ The paper also publishes, a similar letter of the spiritual léadet Ag. P 
us-Sh t of Shiraz, ‘who says that the Christians are from a 5 e 
he to blot out Islam and the Koran from the face of the earth, an 


„ people poor and faithless by adopting ons er other of following 
me 


. Freel mixin with the Mubammadéns and ivatin thei hearts 
Ua — era ar 


—P- e 


* 


(* 
their extensive por a 9 nn 


2 gene ve 
dot on them for ome em 1911 2 
(3) Opening, — thal kal, doctrines 
ii t those —.—— 


missionaries, x, who spread, thein false 

0 * eee the. hearts ot. the Muaalmans 

(3) Spreading: 2 books nee d pamphlet, which refute. the taidh of 

Islam by fallacious. 
aking and of (he. ‘Muhammadane and.giwing, 

(6, T ap cin aye ola oth they 1 cn 4 

the Mabemmadans: 232 so; much 80 that a well ta- do 


Muhammadan alone keeps: lamps. and. other play- inge worth 
two hundred th 


, ousand.itomans.. 
(7) Making. the Muhammadans, addicted. to nde by introducing tea, 
re, ete., ete... 


(8) Sowing, ring, tole ol dissension - among them and thus: making. them 


(9) resting ‘feelings of hatred and contempt towards the. Jeasned. men 
in tho hearts, va the Muhammadans.in general, and 
(10) Gaming, influence: in Islamic countries. by, giving loans. and 


obtaining concessions.. —_—- 
The Uchammadans should) therefore, la er Weir private’ differences : 
and give upcthe: quarrel of Constitutional or Des potio ru ae Government 
This is not the wel such things. Islam:is‘now: 4— to face with “heresy. 
This is the time for helping the: poor faith o Islam. The: Muhanimadans 
should ‘unite together and lay n differences: They’ should not 
afford oo a go 351 interference to the foreigners. ‘They: should: 
bloodsheds which they have among them, Do: they not feel — 
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Russiaas, who are’ notorious for their tyranny, should wieh to rule: over: — 
1 the 


text of restoring psade and orden? 
Dorus N [OCaleutta] of the 5th April:roprednese-e Jetter pvassz Gassrrs. 
ü ‘tee the of: the spiritual: leaders: of Persia addressed to i sth, uns, 
leaders of’ Persia'.and thie! the: Muhammadans:all: over the: — — 
madansrof the ,-. them to help Hertia and:Turkey, the two Bowers 
who un be considered as being the Standard bearers of: Islami now. 
The letter im question haw in the Haba Metinol: the: } 
8 
in the 


a 
—_ uate (vide Weekly Report of Oth March; 
Tk enen to what. has: ap 


in uu ern. 
Apl. Sth, 1912, 


—— with: the 

by the . the: oittise:of neu 

the Star of —_ 17 dee —— 
8 to stan poiton 

to ge — 4 

—— 


Mumamma®?r, 
Apl. 6th, 19i2, 


ot heat, nd wo hold: it eur 


0 


NaN. I. MypaADD AG 
Hans Matin, 


April ist, 1918. 
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Every Musalman heartily prays that His Excelléncy'#tesurance ah 
enduring nature of the mity between England and the Porte may be “rales 
But if the plain truth must be told, people cannot hold such pronouncements N 


anything more than political courtesy—an attitude which may chan 
* interests are threatened. a 7 ge as s00n 


The Musalman community holds, and for evident reasons, that the 
English Government has permitted Italy to invade Tripoli against the publi, 
feeling in England. This invasion is universally admitted to be unrighteous 
and barbarous, and by Permitting it the English Government has transgressed 
the Divine ordinance, impaired its ancient reputation for justice, and sore] 
wounded Musalman feeling. Then the Musalman community is wenden 
to hear Sir Edward Grey denying Italian * Tripoli—outrages as clear 
as the mid-day sun. We are sorry to find the British Government acquicscing 
in this denial in opposition to the evidence of their own God-gifted senses 

quite natural when it is remembered that th, 


and this feeling will a 


Muralmans look upon England as their true friends, to whom they look for help 
in every trouble. It is apity that a nation should lend its moral support to the 


* 


unrighteous iuvasion of Italy, whose heart once melted at the sufferings of 
African slaves. ee 4 645 : 

Then, the refusal of permiesion by England to the Sultan to transport 
troops and arms across Egypt, which is rightfully his own territory, while, 
if newspaper reports are to be believed, came!s and other military stores are 
being ly purchased by Italians at Jedda and other British ions, 
may — make the Musalmans resent such conduct, and a few political 
caresses will be no cure for that soreness of feeling. This refusal of 
for Turkish troops through Egypt has harmed Musalmans a thousandfold 
more than even the immense Italian army, their deadly maxim guns and their 
terrible bombs have ever done. If these reports be either false or exaggerated, 
they should be publicly contradicted. Ouse a5 i gouter ede 

No European Power, not even England, agreed to intervene, though 
asked by the Sultan to do so, at the commencement of hostilities, but now that 
the Moslems, wretchedly equipped as they are, have proved more than a 
match for the Italians with all their modern improved arms, the Powers are 
for forcing an inglorious peace upon Turkey, though England is fortunately 
opposed to the forcing of such a peace upon her, Considerations: of 
humanity induced England to intervene with Turkey in favour of defested 
Greece. It is a pity that this stream of humanity should run dry when 
intervention is needed in favour of Turkey. AT Ve? RIOT sla: 

Generous Viceroy, we plainly acquaint you with ‘the feelings of our 
community just as you have acquainted us with those of your Government. 

12. In the — Hablul Matin (Calcutta) of the 1st April 3 

; uhammad Javéd of Shiraz, publishes a chort 
account of his. tours in Afg n. in which he 
| speaks very highly of the Amir and says that the 
‘mir always thinks of the progress of his people and devotes most of his time 
to their welfare. On the Ath of Zilhajja.(last; month of the Arabic year), the 
Amir made an eloquent speech expressing sympathy for the Turkish Musalmans, 
and. subscribed twenty thousand (Kabul coin) rupees for the relief of the 
families of the Tripoli martyrs. Nearly fifty thousand rupeés were subscribed 
to the fund in that meeting, and it is hoped that the amount of subscription 
would soon rise to two hundred thousand. The Amir has also deputed five 
persons. to send true reports about the affairs in Persia. The writer referring 
to the rumour that thirty thousand Afghans have been sent to the western 
borders of the country to help the Persians, says that the best help which 
Afghsnistan can give to the Persians is to boycott Russian goods altogether. 
The writer divides the attendants of the Afghan Court into three classes, and 
givea the names of some of the noted personages of the Court.. He also speaks 
of the Afghan army and says that the Amir reviewed his army on the! Id” day. 
The gentry of Afghanistan is as bad as that of Persia.. They are like - wolves 
for the:poor subjects. The ignorant masses of Afghanistan have no sympathy for 
the Persians. To them Persians are no better than the Russians or the Eng 
men. In conclusion, the writer says that. though. the Afghans do not. hate 
the Russians so much as they hate the English, yet it ig a great mistake. Russ 


— 


An account of a tour in 
Afghanistan. : 


SREFTESES 


* 
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should be suspended in such ending trial. 
1 tre as cases, pending trial. 


is not only an enemy af 0 is an oneiny of Lale 
us 800 aio the ne do at the time when Persia loses nee wereignty. Let 
us also see what the Russians do with them at that time. The stability of 

sovereignty of Afghanistan depends entirely on that of the 0er di 
Persia, : | ; + * | | a 7 ; . wid ‘ 1 f . * 
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(a)— Police. oh. view on 3 


18. The Moslem Hiteishi [Calcutta] of the Sth April has learnt from a 
3 trustworthy source that the railway’ authorities 
M a to destroy,* have acquired the old mosque, ‘commonly known 
at : 26 Hafijulla Mahram Saheb’s Masjid at Sealdah, 
and intend to demolish it. Such a step, continues the writer, is sure to bitterly 
wound the religious susceptibilities of the Musalmans, and give. rise to fearful 
consequences, such as occurred at Talla and|Shambazar a few years ago. We 
uest the railway authorities to give up the purpose of destroying the mosque, 
— hope that the local Musalmans will be on their guard to save it. We also 
request the Government to take steps to prevent the perpetration of an unjust 
act calculated to create unrest. — ka TO it te rp pi 
14. In view of the disturbances that have been pr eee by similar 
- The Scaldah Mosave transactions in the past, the Muhammad: { Calcutta) 

! osque. f oa, a ! C 
: OE RL of the 5th April is greatly concerned to learn that 
Government intends demolishing a mosque, a century and a half old, situate 
midway between the North Sealdah, Road and the Beliaghata. Khal. ‘The 
mosque in question is a a property and, under the Muhammedan law, a 
wagf 8 cannot be sold, even by the original donor, to say nothing of 
mutwalis. Under the circumstances, if Government proceeds to do the ‘thing 

by violence, the grief of the Musalman community will know no bounds. 

: The attention of the Bengal Government is, therefore, invited to ‘the 
15. Referring:to the complaint against a Sub-Inspector of the ‘Mirpur 
„ Police- station relating to one Chhakiran Bibi (see 
tor of the Mirpur hans. Weekly Report on Native Papers dated 13th 
mere January, paragraph 8, the Mos 6 Hituish [Cal- 
cutta } of the 5th April says that the Secretary of the Nadia Anjuman-e-Ettifag- 
8 — on a — enq niry, ee the complaiut true. Government 

is, therefore, requ o engage an honest and impartial police ; 
enquire into the — f 1 . . f e aT 8 8 


N +" P 


16. The Burisal Hitaishi [Barisal ) of the 25th March in referring | to the | 


“Care required.“ 


case * za Hindu widow between Rash 
. . Bihary Das and Israel Daroga, says that it bas 
received some alarming letters in connection with this case from Banaripara. 
Did Israel gisit Banaripara lately? Did he meet any of the witnesses in the 
case? Thi accused Daroga should temporarily be transferred, to prevent 
witnesses n with. Having regard to the terms used by th deputy 
Magistrate of Pirozpar (Rebati Babu in ‘counection with this case, namel y 
however much the character of the Daroga may be shameful,” some suc 
thing should be done, especially when Mr. . — promised that Darogas 


7 erring to a case reported ‘in Punyabee newspa in ary ahi | tue 
A bade of inion by | 1 railway ticket-collectors named Pyarilal and Golam 
men in the Punjab. Bi ly fect i violsted e Hindu "women 
. 0 arch last, in No. 43 up train betwe 
* — ne an 5 Bauma ti 8 of the ech April says 9g 
Y hear of such cases in t : a 
ment ought to pay attention to the 1 1 F anja. The Punjab Govern 
18. The Hstavadi (Calcutta) of the 5th April complains of serious mis- 
The Nangalband Fair,  . management on the part of the police in handling 
Nangalbdsdh Pai ‘The servis of volicteee re bio een the n ds 
occasion were greatly missed, nt” PtH? Pilgrims om the 


: c el ‘ | rt * Aenne 
Persia alone; but che in an endiny-of Lelam itselt“ Let 


Mosten Hrr amm, 
April 6th, 10. 


MoHAMMADI, 


Banteat Hrratant, 


Mar. 35th, 1918, 


Basumart, 
April ¢tb, 1918, 


Hiravapi, 
Apr it 6th, 1011. 
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 publie 
1 
now they have to mainte, a much — ‘toni consisting oft monly bit 
dafadars and secretaries. Thie change had effected no improvement in 
the old system, while it has increased the burden of the tax; for the 
defadar and the secretary do not do anyth 


ing which — chaukidar 
oma he! did not use to do before. Again, unlike all other taxes, , 


tax is aseossell by a set of — —ũ . —⅛. 
who are not above and places, however, 


petty. jeatousies. 

a ed gee — t aim 11 2 ‘the: 
e system realising: outen ig novel) er non- _ ae 
immediatly followed ‘by attachment of property. 4 85 
Marwari [ Calourta] of the 2nd 
W the mise 
lice; It 

that it did not spare even the Hon’ —— ‘th ve-Oouneil 
from its attention. Men like the Hon' ble Mebsta. Gokbater Bhupemdranath 


Basu and Babu Sarada Charan Mitra were also objects of ite-watch-and curveib- 
lanoe. The Hon ble Sir 


Oraddoeie admitted that the-spies of the 
police’ were not a res ble: lot alt their retention was n „ bat 
the question to be considered: is: should aniy:reliance be placed upon their 


testimony, A N have: been put to trouble. or gn to on 
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Tus Ha Wan. 
April 8nd, 1913. 


20. 
Conduet of the detective police, 
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their reports 


The 


Hrravapz 
April seh, 1918. 


ae to te this oom 
The Hitavadi (Calcutta 


} 


journul, on pom. prays: for: Lord 
55 


nestion. 
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daooittes in Béngedjsand: that these crime will 
Dacoities in Bengal. not be seriously: 1 the get rid 


ot the-idea: that bbadru loguss are re ponsible for: them: mostly Of! coutde in 
some few cases, bhadra 


loques did commit dacoities, but that is a rare event 
If the present police cannot cope- with the sitaation:let them pa 
22. Referring to the case of robbery: committed by uhammadans 
neer the- Bagla’ H ee on the 28th 
March last; the Sadpe’, Sanatan Dharma (Calcutta) 
with the: Amrita Basar much regret: at the 
on such: LV of those who claim to Le guardians 1 8 


protectors of life and: 2 of: the people. 
23. The Daily harat . itra «the, Tape of the 6th:. April‘ notices * with 
ene of daeditide riot co Gir in 


| Frequent daccities. 5 hgal : hand and Sindh also, and 
particularly i iu che Frontier Province:wheré the“ situation is very serious, and 
baat te to, Government to devise: some-measurés for the protection of life and 


SaTva SAnaTian 
Dae. 


April 8nd, 1913. 


Police neglect. 


ofthe dud A April expresses, 
4 


Dally Manar Mrtna, 
April * 1913, 


Batya Bawatar 


Dann, 
April dad, 1012, 


writes :— . 


reconnoitred.,. 
Mur. Willismsonz andi it did not give satisfaction, bi 
had been equandered. But what is the | 


Europeans beéh attacked and: plundered, 


6 Working of the Courts, 
95. The Sanjay (Faridpur 


Selection of assessors. dati 
will remove the existing defects. 


amar 
Mar, Deb, 1018. 


Sty Senates Dharma [(Celoutta}, 
7 ‘The whole. — ot the: bors: has: beds 


Provirice where, the. Hindus are being 80 pe 3 
Thé Pathans would have suffered tiie same fate as the Abors, had a few 


Tho the “ee March writes: 


y of the subjects. 
24. The g of the dann 470 


0 7050 rages in the North-Western 
5 re 


8 — 
aum 
er in the Fronticr 
* It is slééping. 


d dy oti one ings 


428 1488 
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At present, every year there comes ., call ens s, Agen oti We 
Collector's office to enroll names of men fit to saan} 5 
furnish the office with a list. This list * eee 7, Nr Nr 
who have neither knowledge of letters nor mora! © oter competency 


discharge the onerous duty of an assessor. Itis a fact, that policemen care 


very little, and want the capacity to choose fit men as assessors. Under the 


Sc mstan ese, it is desirable that the selection of ussessors should be transfered 


5 „ “The Barisat Hitairbi (Barisal) of the 25th March complains that the 


resent District Judge of Barital is ‘too proné ’ 
District Judge of Barisal. 2 uppeals. Experienced Tawyérs Fave at 
that he has dismissed more — pense Ba short time he his been 
here than all his predeosssors during the last 50 years. This jee matter 
which demands the attention of his superiors. The ah ee oes 
Judge, Mr. Gurlick, ue dose indeed try fo do funtioe t Siva Sine) ORs 
complaint is often heard that he fails to arrive at a correct desieien ih ‘tegiid 
to the difficult civil cases in this district. The same complaint is aled ‘made 
against the District Judge. The less, theréfore, these European . officers- 
ern ea erde Ohare Miki [Mymensi h] of the 26th March quotes the follow- 
The Charu Miler | nsin ch quotes the follow- 
3 | 1 — issued to ‘subordinate courts in that 
An order by the District Judge district 89 | 8 1110 phat 
of Mymensingh. : 


‘¢ Tt has come to m notice that in some oourts many plaints ‘are “allowed 
to be filed with insufficient court-fees, which are A Hande tp. 
This practice is objectionable and inoréases the work of the dffiters. Ife 


attention of all Subordinate Courts is drawn to ssen 28 of the Ogurt Fees 
Act. In eases of mistake or inadvertence the Court may, in itt liber tioh 
allow parties to make up the deficiency, but parties cannot, As ‘of right, S14 
plaints with insufficient court-fees, ‘The practice where it exists should be 
stopped, and plaints which are not properly stamped should not be received.” 


(8d.) J. D. Cinent, 
District Judge, Mymensingh. 
16.8.1912. 


Cano Mime, 
Mar, 26th, 1012. 


and points out that Mr. Cargill’s order will caute inconvenience. Court-fée 


stamps of Rs. 50 and over in value, have to be indented for from the Colléc- 
torate and that means time. It often happens that a suitor canndt afford this 
time—his plaint may be a'very urgent one. Furthermore, Mr. Cargill’s oxdet 
is most likely not legal: He has drawn attention to section 28 öf thé Cort 
Fee Act. But he forgets that section 149 of the Civil Procedure Code provides 
for the payment of eburt-fees in arrears, when a docyment is ineufficiéntly 
stamped. And the court is 2 at discretion; to permit or to fase 
the amout in arrears so to be paid up. Now, this discrétion being judicial, 
discretion can be appealed against to a superior court, but cannot also be inter- 
fered with by such an order. ae | 


(c)—Jasile, 


28. The Barisal Hilaisht [Barisal] of the 18th March is durprised to find 
d Tooley, the late 


: that instead of dismissing Mr. 
ad ene against the Dee Jailor of the ‘Dacca Jail, Anina Whom lian 
complaints have appeared in the news ner the 55 
authorities have appointed him as a sergean It is 
probable that Mr. Tooley has not been 


conduct, for then he would have been pr 


— 


Barisal Hi rann, 
Mar, 18th, 1913. 
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MURSHIDABAD 
Ham, 


April 3rd, 1918, 


Caan Mair, 
Mar. 19th, 1913. 


Cuatv Min. 
Mar. 26th, 1912, 


BANJIVAE!, 
April ath, 19138. 
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We should think that a wholesale change ought to be made in the Jail staff, as 


it was owing to their neglect of duty that the scandals took place 


” 


( Elucalion. 


29. The joy of the Bengalis at the annulment of the Partition of 
Joy writes the Murshidabad Hitatshi (Murshidabed 
the 3rd April, has been marred by the announce. 
ment of a University at Dacca. We pray to Lord Hardinge to postpone 
the new University Scheme in order to allow the Bengalis to enjoy uninter. 
ruptedly the blessings of unity for some time, and then to introduce changes 
suited to circumstances. His Excellency is also prayed to permit mufassal 
colleges to teach law, a privilege of which they have been deprived of late by 
a whimsical move of the Calcutta University authorities, which has caused 
great inconvenience ard loss to mufassal law students. 
30. The Charu Mshir [Calcutta] of the 19th March, referring to Lord 
cae Hardinge's Convocation speech, says that a new 
— Hardinge’s Convocation mg in regard to education is now foreshadowed. 
wre is Execllency proposes to establish teaching and 
residential Universities in crder to improve the quality of high education 
among Indians. He does not regard patriotism as a crime, for he said to the 
raduates Be true to 1 * your country.” All the same, 
rd Hardinge’s reference to teaching and residential Universities do not 
satisfy us, or remove our apprehensions about the Dacca Unversity. For 
Sir Ashutosh lamented a dimination of the sphere of usefulness of the Calcutta 
University as the result of the foundation of the new University. Let public 
meetings be held all over the country to voice the public feeling in regard to 
the new University. 3 
31. The Choru Mihir [Mymensingh) of the 26th March writes to say 
that it is opposed to the Dacca University scheme. 
There is the fact that Sir Ashutosh Mukerjee 
regards it with dread, and his opinion is of value. It can never be better than 
the Calcutta University, but is very likely to be worse. Government has not 
yet said that its activities will be confined to Dacca town. Natural gravita- 
tion will in time draw Eastern Benyal colleges, most of which are supported 


University questions. 


The Dacca University. 


by Government, to the Dacca University, even though their affiliation to the 


Calcutta University remains. Such a separation from Caloutta in matters 
educational will be injurious to Eastern Bengal people. The new university 
will, moreover, be under official tutelage. It is rumoured that Mr. Nathan 
will guide it. This is alarming enough, National downfall is inevitable if 
the Education Department becomes merely a limb of the Executive. 

The Moslem support of the project is inspired. The money to be spent on 
it may be spent with more benefit to Moslems on the multiplication of schools, 
secondary and primary, 

32. The Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 4th April says that if the new 

ina University at Dacca is to be residential in the 

sense that none who will live with his parents 

or guardians, or is so poor as to be unable to bear the cost of living in the 
uuiversity boarding house will be able to study in it, it will prove a source 
of great inconvenince and hardship to people. if, therefore, its jurisdiction 
is extended to the whole town, the children of most of the middle class 
respectable men in it and the poor boys who earn the cost of theic education 
by their own labour or live in other ple’s houses on their charity will 
be deprived of education, A severe blow will thus be dealt on the respect- 
able middle class, and consequently on the progress of the Bengali people. 
A residential University may be a good school for the moral training of 
rich men’s sons, but jor sons of middle class men the house with all its cares 
and duties is a much better school for the formation of character. Moreover, 
a residential University will, by bringing students of all castes and classes to 
live together, be likely to intensify the ill-fecling between different castes and 
classes in consequence of the humiliation to which students belonging to the 
lower castes: and classes will be subjected by those belonging to the bigher. 
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33. We are some 


The Dacca Uuiversit) and 
Musalmans. 


Nabe 


clu 
niversity as well, there will be no ground for serious uneasiness; But our 
— . leaders should remember that the cost of living in the W e 
University will not be less than Rs. 40 or Rs. 50 per month, a cost. prohibitiye 
for both majority of Musalman students who have to depend on private charity 
the to board Are! It is passing strange that our leaders, should 
support the ro universit . | | 9 5 hE ange 
PP 34. The — Mihir iroominghl of the 12th March thus sums up 
„ ttzhe objections to a Dacca University - 

The Dacca University. a a The local atmosphere o Dacca is not 
favourable to the growth of. liberal ideas. A University here will be too much 
under the official thumb, the more 80 if a special Educational officer is appoint- 
ed for Eastern Bengal. 4 fmol 6h 

2) There is death of learned men at Dacca. 62 wikis 

8 A teaching and residential University, though less open 7 _ objection 
than an examining body like Calcutta, will still be too expensive for ordinary 
Bengalis. oa eT 

18 The Dacca University will for long lack the endowments, which the 
Calcutta University possesses. eg | : 

If a new University is to be created, let it be at Patna and not Dacca. 

The paper goes on to argue that a residential University will make high 
education expensive and thus debar middle class Bengalis from its benefits. 
And in any event the Eastern Bengal public will strongly resent it if the 
new university is allowed to affiliate to it colleges outside the town of Dacca. 

35. The Samay E of the 1 A ril opposes the Dacca University 

1 scheme on the wing grounds :— 
~~ n There is not a ale high class efficient 
college in Dacca, or, for the matter of that, in all Eastern Bengal and Assam. 
Moreover, of the thirty first grade colleges, under the Calcutta University, 
only five are in Eastern Bengal, and those also not in a very flourishi 
condition. All this proves that the condition of education in Eastern Ben 


7 
— 
4 


is not favourable to a scheme of establishing a new University there. Only 


287 Musalman youths read in the colleges in, Eastern Bengal. This again 


shows that the Musalman community of. Eastern Bengal does not stand in 


much need of a unirersity. There are other considerations which make the 
establishment of a University at Dacca undesirable, but we desist from discuss- 
ing them because a discussion of such subjects is likely to endanger the 
friendly relations between Hindus and Musalmans, 


36. The Viswavaria tome of the 22nd March writes as follows :—_ 


W f wen before the proposal was broached of creat- 
rari ing a residential University at Dacca, thoughtful 

men in this country, for instance, Professor Jadunath Sarkar in the preface to 
— Eoonomies of British India, urged the necessity: of residential schools and 
colleges. ‘There seems to be no good ground for pe . apprehension that the 
proposed University, will in any way injure.the prospects of the progressive 
cutta University. We cannot agree wit those who are for starving high 
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arguments agel ) 
new University. And it does not speak much of the high eduvation which 
the Bengalis are receiving if they cannot lose sight of such a petty thing as 
getting into service even for the sake of the spread of education. Thirdly, 
our leaders say that as Dacca does not contain many learned men the standard 
of teaching in the Dacca University will be lower than that of the Calcutta 
University. But this is hardly the fact. There is quite a large number of 
learned men in Dacca, and the new University is sure to swell: their numbers. 
Who can say that if a University had been established at Dacca ten years 
ago the town would not have ranked among the foremost centres of education 
in India? And lastly our leaders are of opinion that the proposed University 
would place undue 2 in the hands of Musalmans, who form the majority 
of the 1 Rage of Eastern Bengal, Power does not depend upon superiority 
in numbers, but upon real merit. Besides, the Musalmans of Eastern Bengal 
are mostly agricuiturists and lack both the means and the capacity to obtain 
high education. The new residential University is sure to be a boon to the 
rovince, and we are thankful to His Excellency the Viceroy for having 
aunched the scheme. His Excellency’s reply to the deputation which waited 
upon him in connection with the Dacea University shows that he is determined 
to raise our countrymen and help them to shake off their inertness of ages. 
38. The Barisal Hitatieh (Barisal) of the 1st April writes :— 
On the 22nd January last Mrs. Garret, Inspee- 
Alleged attempt to deprive 6 tress of schools, Dacca circle, issued the following 
girl of her scholarship. e , . 


DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 
Eastern Bencat anp AssaM. 


No, 17. 


Malati Lata Guha, daughter of Babu Sarat Ghandra Guha, an inhabitant 
of Jagua, Barisal, in the distriet of Bakerganj, has been elected to a Lower 
Primary Scholarship of four rupees a month, tenable at the Barisal Girle’ M. E. 
school in the district of Bakergunj for three years from January 1912 on the 
usual condition of good conduct and 4s. Sho must join that schoo! 
within one month from the date of issue of the certificate or else she should 


| ¢« 405 ) 
thad portion of her séholarshi between the...and the date on which she 
— Her age as ascertained at the examination Hall is ten years. ee 
| 3 M. E. A Gm „ | 
Inspectress of Schools, Dacca Circle. 


Dated thé 22nd January 1912. | Wert 
When, however, after three months a bill was made out by the girl’s father 
tor the scholarship, it vas heard that the above certificate would be candelled 
and the scholarship given to Miss a a daughter of the local Deputy 

Inspector of schools, Maulvi Ajadali. Why inflict this disappointment on a 

little girl, Miss Malotilata? Is it because her father is an honest patriot and 

political agitator, while Miss Ahmad's father is a Deputy Inspector of schools ? 

The attention of the authorities is drawn to the matter. 

309. The Hitavadé [ Oaleutta] of the 5th April asks the University .author- 
3 1 ities to punish the man who ‘was. responsible for 
se eee holding the last Matriculation Examination in the 

new Library Building, now under construction, with the result that one 

examinee fell down through an open window and thereby seriously injured 

himself. | ä I t 
40. The Dacca Prakash [Dacca] of the 24th March publishes two 
| correspondences in which the writers speak of 

Remour of s seeret preparation having heard it persistently said that a list of text- 


oa eee at Bas. books for 19 18 for Middle Bengali, Middle English 


and Primary schools in Eastern Bengal and Assam 
was secretly prepared by the authorities in this province before its amalgama- 
tion with Bengal, and that some of the books thus prescribed had already been 
printed and put into the hands of-bodk-binders, while many others were being 


revised, rewritten and so forth. Some of the presses at Dacca are being over- 


whelmed with work. 


(e)——Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


41. The Nayak [Caloutta J of the éth April reports the outbreak of Cholera 
5 . : in a virulent form in Katwa, Bastudanga, and other 
the Serampore aub-divion. Fillages in the Singur thana and Dankuni, Patsai 

eee eee Ati and other villages in the Chanditala thana of the 
Serampore sub- division. Four or five people are dying every day in even small 
villages. ‘Scarcity of water is the cause of this outbreak. Water has indeed 
been supplied to the Saraswati in A go to the popular demand. But this 
water, being covered with putrid scum, is not good enough to improve the public 
health, Catinot Governnient dig a tank for every two or three villages and 
thereby save the lives of the — 8 7 


(7)—Ratlways and communicaticns, sneluding canals and irrigation. 


42. A correspondent of the Pumapar ta {Dacca} of the 22nd March is 
Se seek Mitek. ay | at the opposition of the European merchants 
kona railway line. 5 arayangunge to the proposed Bhairab-Netra- 


ons hy 3 ; ; 
future as far as the Garo hills. “The 5. a tine contemplated to be carried in 


by that li imated at over = | ° 
steady tendency to — at over 20 lakhs, and that population shows a 
Since the great earthquake of 1896, the ri , lain 

i eee to furnish lesser facilities for navigation, = 8 * f 0 

Note cin carts, and, where thete are no good cart-roads, on horse-back. 
, railway will be both safer and cheaper. 

dear of fre tothe bes Boe ener it id to bo ated on ai appre 

together baseless, as no flat can approach — 41 9 . 

ishorganj, Netrakona and Saale 8 1 


Durgapore. Besides, in view of the 


population of the vast area to be served 
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increasing lawlessnessin. these parts, no one will venture to send godds or 
wee fy railways. i. ay og 0 

t is, therefore, to be oe that the generous Government will sanction the 
proposed line for the good of the people. 

43. The AHitavadi [Calcutta] of the 5th April suggests that Railway 
officers should make it a point to admit to bail and 
| not detain any youthful ngers escorting 
females when such passengers, in their opinion, are found doing anything repre- 
hensible. The detention of these youths generally acts as a temptation to 
wicked people to molest the females who are then left without 1 

44. The Charu Minir [Mymensingh] of the 26th March pleads for the 

| ations iz Postponement of attestation work in connection 
Tang. = swith the settlement operations in Tangail subdivi- 

sion, say till after the next Pujas, in order to give 

the Talukdars time to examine their positions accurately as modified by the 
Rittawari, garip aud buyharat operations. | 

45. The Jagaran [Bagerhat] of the 7th April says that the silting up of 

e the Alaipore Khal has been productive of evil in 

1 various ways. It has rendered traffic inconvenient, 

raised prices by 2 carriage of goods by water-ways, and led to 

increased prevalence of malaria by obstruction of drainage throughout the 

area between Mansa and Alaipore. 

The only means of keeping the current flowing in the Alaipore Khal is to 
lead the tide water which enters the Konramara khal, in its full force, towards 
Alaipore via Jatrapur. Let the Government stop the outflow of the Konramara 
khal and excavate once more the Alaipore khal. It may be objected that this, 


Arrest of railway passengers. 


by obstruciing the drainage of the bil, will lead to its inundation. But the bil 


may be drained by means of the khal which falls into the Madhumati near 
Mollahat thans, as well as by that which falls into the Athar Banki near Nagar 
Kandi. Besides, a sluice gate maybe erected in the Konramara khal to be 


kept shut during flood-tide and opened to let out water and admit boats during 


ebb-tide, 
A- General. 


46. The Sulabh Samachar [Calcutta] of the 5th April has an article on 
Sic new e oh en the new Government of Bengal from which the 
following is taken :— 

When Sir Edward Baker resigned, we fully expected Sir William Duke to 

succeed. He has made himeelf so universally popular ‘that it is with grief that 

we bid him adieu now. But then we are glad that he is not going to leave us, 

but will give the new Governor the benefit of his advice. We cordially endorse 

every word about His Honour which the Maharajadhiraj of Burdwan said in 
Council the other day. 


Continuing the paper writes:—At the present time the Heads of the 
Imperial and some of the Provincial Governments, like Lords Hardinge and 
Carmichael and Sir George Clarke and Sir James Meston are well known for 
their sympathy with Indian aspirations. Indian publicists should now cease to 
regard the British Government as an alien Gevernment, and cordially 
co-operate with these rulers eo that they may hasten the graut of Provincial 
autonomy, foreshadowed in Lord Hardinge’s now famous Despatch: May the 
inauguration of the new Government thus be also the day of the inauguration 
of a new method of political uctivity among the people. | | 

47. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 2nd April 
writes to say that if Mymensingh is to be split up 
at all, Madhupur or Gopalpur and not Jamalpore 
should be selected as the headquarters of the new district. Jamalpore is far 
too remote from Tangail, whereas Madhupur occupies a central site. More- 
over, with a railway built between Mymensingh and Tangail via Jamalpore, 
the partition of the district would not be necessary at all. 

48. The Jyoti (Chittagong 45 the 2lst March protests against 3 

rae. proposed export duty of four annas on every bag 
Proposed rise duty in Pm. f ring 9 to "india from Burma, in order to 


The partition of Mymensingh. 
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y to improve cotamunications in that province. Poor Indians cannot 
* 5 Burma rice and cannot: afford to pay this new duty. Indians 
interested in the rice trade should. agitate over the matter and complain’ of 
their 8 losses to Government. 


Charu Minir Mymensingh] of the 2nd April says that as 

il = * 0 alpara, e Lakshmipur, Nowgong; Sib- 
Lenn ee sagat, Cachar and Sylhet districts contain lar 

numbers of Bengalis, their separation from Bengal will de from the 


national solidarity and stre th of the Bengali race. It is to be hoped, there- 
fore, that they will be united to Be 


50. The Hitavadi Calcutta] ace 6th April thinks it unjust to compel 
) | Bengali clerks selected for the Bihar Government 
The Bihar Government offices. offices now living in Calcutta to go to Bhagalpur, 
where plague is raging, because Ranchi cannot afford accommodation for them. 
51. The issue of the first Bihar Gazette from Ranchi has, says the 
Mithila Mihir (Darbhanga) of the 6th April, 
6 created surprise and suspicion in Bihar. II 
Ranchi is only the summer capital of the province, it does not stand to reason 
that the Gaselts should be published there for the Calcutta Gasetts is published 
in Calcutta throughout the year, no matter where the Government is during 
the hot weather. The Bihar Gasette should therefore be published in Bankipore. 
52. The Pratikar [Berhampore] of the 5th April thanks the Government 
for increasing the salaries of ministerial officers in 
increase of salaries of ministerial mufassal law courts, under the new reorganization, 
— with retrospective effect, and 1 that similar 
reorganizations will be made in the Medical, Jail, Publio Works and other 
Departments. a an | 
53. The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 3rd April has the following :— 


1 W . = es pertinent enquiry in connection with 
accused in the Dacca contpiracy the Dacca conspiracy, who were the people who 
case. drove the boys to desperation. Who were the 
people who, by preaching race animosity, created unrest? It is a pity that 
these people should remain in enjoyment of every comfort, while poor 
thoughtless lads should go to jail for acts which were the direct outcome 
of the sinister course adopted by these men. Such was the outbreak of 
lawlessness in East Bengal immediately after the Partition that the existence 
of an association like the Anusilan Samiti became indispensable for the protec- 
tion of the life, property and honour of Hindus. hgh 

What is sedition after all? It is only individual or racial animosity 
carried to excess. Why. Sir Ashutosh Mukerjee’s condemnation of the transfer 
of the Capital and the creation of the Dacca University, expressed in plain 
Bengali, would amount to sedition. If, in the state of things described by us, 


a handful of hot-headed youths got out of hand, there was little need of 
crushing these butterflies on the wheel. 


Our only object in referring to these past things is to pray for the pardon 
of these unfortunate lads of respectable families, for whom the harassment 
they have undergone for the last two years must be punishment enough. 
Their free pardon would drive unrest out of the land for good. A free pardon 
of these boys in this auspicious year of the Royal coronation will be good, both 
for Government and the people. The pardon of the accused in the Khulna 


case has done no harm whatever. We pray Lord Carmichael to do this good 
act on his assumption of office. : 


54. Commenting on the High Court judgment in the Dacca Conspiracy 
case, the Daily Bharat Mitra (Calcutta) of the 4t 

2 Mees April does not find fault with the decision of the 
Hon’ble Judges, but is of opinion that the fact being that all these disturbances 
in Bengal were the result of the childish mischiof of a number of wrong-headed 
and misguided youths, and the people in general were as unaffected with 
sedition as ever, the Government have not acted commendably in expending 


Dacca Conspiracy case. 


‘ 


so much of public, money on these prosecutions, and the most gracious cour 
for them would have been to deal with the 3 in this an in the ta 
way as has been done with those in the Khulna Gang case. 
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Peace is now reigning in Bengal, politiesl agitation has lostits vigour, 
the pid have come to realise: the folly: going against the Gor 5 


It behoves the authorities under the circumstances: to «exercise: kindness and 
pardon. Pardon to the accused in the Dacea oe would have furnished fresh 
illustration of the benignity of the Government. rem er 
The journal will feel highly gratified if Their Excellencies the Viceroy 
and Lord Oarmichael will be pleased to give due consideration to its prayer of 
granting pardon to the boys accused in chis case. +: | 
55. The Hitavadi r of 2 Le that - ome 
Magistrate of Ja ar, who expelled Lala Devi 
Jalandhar Cantonment . Papal and Piyari Lal, hasnow gone away on leave, 
and the Lalas have been permitted to return to the Cantonment bazar. This 
has been the result of the intercession of the authorities in England, whose 
attention tothe matter was drawn by a questien in Parliament. Now ‘the 
granting of leave is a favour rather than punishment to an official. This is 
a strange arrangement, which is seen only in India. 
66. The Daily e r of the 5th April praises the 
—W Yee ity of the Goverament in giving permission 
Pune Linbia nun. 0 Prince Limbin Mintha (brother of the late King 
of Burma) to return to his mother-country, and prays for similar favour to 
those Native chiefs who are undergoing the punishment of exile. 
57. Referring to the wee of rig Forte 5 the door of = Ahmed, 
ites Magistrate o re, by a correspondent of the 
u sed, 1 ee of Amrita Bazar Patria, the Basumati Calcutta) of 
Belasore. Bre the 6th April says: | 
If what the correspondent says is true, Mr. Ahmed is 1 be a 
favourite of place-hunters. But he should remember that he is doing so at 
the cost of his valuable reputation and the dignity of the 9 post he holds. 
58. The Sulabh Sqmachar [Calcutta] of the 5th April, referring to the 
The Vicerov’s recent speech in Viceroy Farewell speech in the Legislative 
Cuil SC Council, observes: 

This speech shows Hie 8 benevo- 
lence, straightforwardness and sympathy with Indians. Critics of Government 
should see after this speech how Government has to look to many things before 
giving effect to an administrative act, and how this caution often deters it at 


timesfrom doing things desired by the peo 


59. The Hitavadi | Calcutta | of the 5th April praises Lord Hardinge as 
The Vieeroy’s departure from à Viceroy Who has spent more on education than 
Clete SCS ay other Viceroy. and then goes on to remark :— 
We expected Lord Hardinge to make a state- 
ment in his conclu 70 address to the Council about the “ provincial autonomy ” 
he referred to in his famous despatch. Lord Crewe aa Mr. Mo gave 
different interpretations to these words and Lord Hardinge's silence will make 
people suspect that the less favourable interpretation put by Lord Crewe is the 
more correct one. | 
As regards the transfer of the Capital to Delhi, we cannot see what good 
it will ultimately do. If the move was for the public good, why did His 
Excellency not consent to keeping the offices in Calcutta tewporarily pending 
the creation of offices in Delhi? The fact is the change was the outcome of a 
mere whim on Lord Hardinge’s part. There were some omens in connection 
with this change which are really depressing, viz., the burning down of parts 
of the Secretary of State’s and the King-Emperor’s camps at Delhi, the sinking 
of the ‘‘Delhi,” the falling of a thunderbolt on Government House on the day 
of His Excellency’s departure &c. 
60. Having once officiated asthe Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal in the 
1 absence of Sir Andrew Fraser and being senior 
Hirement of Mr. Blake. tjo his colleagues, the Hon’blejMr. Slacke had the 


prior claim to act for Sir Edward Baker, says the Daily Bharat Mitra Calcutta] 


of the 8rd April, But as he is a man of not a good temper and his dealing 
with the Marwaris on the occasion of the last Bakr-sd riot in Calcutta was not 
fair, Lord Hardinge was displeased with him and this led to his supersession 
by Sir William Duke. And now having no chance before him of rising to a 
higher position Mr. Slacke has resigned. 9 a 


er 
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his bei 
him in 2 
oy 62. The Moslem Hitatshi | 


during his officiating Lieutenant-Governorshi as a 
member of the 
1 
The outta] of the rd 
r 
Sir William e and his to forget our old one, Sir William Frederi . 
Te ors He * in a task wherein Sir Edward 
Baker failed: he has pacified Bengal. Self-control and self-renunciation are 
distinguished traits of his character, as is evidenced by his offer to serve 
under Mr. Slacke when he was nominated as officiating Lieutenant-Governor 
over the head of the latter. We thank bim for choosing to remain in Bengal. 
We are confident that a man like him will be blessed by God with 
happiness. Mr. Lyon and Mr. Samsul Huda are both men of education and 
ability. Mr, Lyon has not, it is true, been able to earn a good name in Hast 
Bengal, but he is without question a most able officer. It is to be hoped that 
the atmosphere of Bengul and the meal ware of Sir William Duke will 


enable him to shake off the East Bengal ways. As for Mr. Huda, he has yet 
to prove his competence as an admi tor. But we are confident that his 
education and training will go a great way to render him a success. 
There is no doubt that God who has bestowed on Bengal a new Govern- 
ment will bless the province. ) 


III. LEGISLATION. } 


64. The Basumats (Calcutta) of the 6th April does not believe that the 

W Government of India vill veto the Orissa Tenanoy 

: Act in order to allow it to be reconsidered by the 

Legislative Council of the new province, for when it was first introduced as a 

Bill into the Bengal Council there was no doubt about the formation of the 

new province, and then the Government of India might well have refused their 
sanction to introduce it.. ga : 

65. The Kalyani [Magura] of the 27th March yee the rejection of the 

The Elementary Education bill, Elementary Education Bill and says that when the 

ie tee advancement of the Indians depends on the pro- 

grees of education amongst them and the Bill received the unanimous snpport 

of both Hindus and Musalmans, a powerful agitation on constitutional lines 


must be set on foot in support of the m 
- Jong be induced to accent it. measure 20 that Government may before 
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66, The Daily Bharat Mitra U aloutta] of the Sth April has been 
Native States, astonish 


that His Excelle interf 
with the judicial administration of Rockets ene „ 


K I uashing the sentence 
on three Muhammadans with murdering Hinda, y the Sessions Court 


: es e ? 
of the 1 revised in appeal by the High Court and again by His Highness 
In its leading article under the m inall ‘noted heading, blishe is Nei 
— „ cc E u an April, the journal fire gory ge 

ey of the history of the powers and position of the Native States and 
gays that originally larger States like Lad, Hyderabad and others er 


to learn from the Punjabee of Lahore, , 
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April ech. 1918. 


KAaLyayl, 
Mar. 87th, 1912. 


Danr 
Mauna Mirza; 
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entirely independent of the British Government and were not even feudatory. 
In old papers they were addressed as Dost-i-Inglishia ” (Allies of the Engl ih 
Government). It is since the time of Lord L tton that they had been 
treated as dependent chiefs and the Government of India meddled with their 
internal affairs. This policy of interference continued till the rule of Lord 
Curzon. But Lord Minto held a different view. He changed the policy and 
laid down that the Government or their Political Agents need not ‘interfere 
in the internal matters of a State unless its ruler is unfit to carry on the 
administration, in which case his abdication should be the proper course. 
Lord Hardinge also ex himself in favour: of this po icy when His 
Excellency visited Rajputana last year. His Majesty the King-Em peror 
himself in the Delhi Durbar put his seal of support to Lord Minto’s 
ie An this gave rise to the hope that in future there would be no 
interference in the internal adm inistration of the States, but the present report 
of the Punjabee, if true, has killed that 71 3 „ 

The present case of interference by His Excellency the Viceroy is, in the 
opinion of the journal, fraught with serious consequences, It will badly affect 
the respect and confidence of the subjects of Kashmir in the law courts of the 
State, the Maharaja will lose his influence and prestige and this reversal of 
his orders by the Viceroy will cause disquiet in other States too. The action 
of Lord dinge in this matter is, the paper feels constrained to remark, 
improper and in conflict with his own words. It advises the Maharaja of 
Kashmir not to sit idle, but to approach Lord Hardinge and place before him 
the whole case for reconsideration. ) 


VI,—MIscELLANEOUS. 


67. The Moslem Hjtaishé [Calcutta] of the 5th April, disapproves of 
Lord Carmichael’s having shaken hands with 
N ay thowing favour Gaharjan, the well known dancing girl, and presen- 
ted to her a gold medal at Madras, and charges Mr. 
C. Gopala Chetty with imprudence for having requested His Excellency to do 
so, The incident will, however, encourage many public women to cultivate 
music and dancing. 
68. Anent the same subject, the Sanjioani [Calcutta] of the 4th April 
writes :-— ike 
Arn The news has made all Bengalis hang their 
heads in shame. Had Lord Carmichael known to which class of women dancing 
girls belong in this country, he would surely have angrily refused to comply 
with Mr. Chetty’s request. It is a pity that his Private Secretary and 
advisers did not enlighten him on the subject. | 
69. The Samay (Calcutta] of the Sth April s highly of Lord 
* Carmichael's character, ability and intentions 
a towards the people he has come to rule. We, 
however, oontinues the writer, request His Excellency to remember the peculiar 
traits of the Bengali character in all his administrative acts. Ordinarily, the 
Bengali's nature is as mild and soft as the soil he lives on. But he has a keen 
sense of self-respect, which makes him strongly resent any interference with his 
honour and legitimate rights, This has been proved beyond doubt by the 
agitation against the Partition of Bengal. Sympathy and sweet words, on the 
other hand, make him as pliant as a most 2 servant. He has played no 
insignificant part in establishing British rule in India; events from the Sepoy 
Mutiny downwards prove that British rule in India has not a better friend ths 
him, By appointing Mr. Gourlay as his Private Secretary Lord Carmichael 
has given evidence of independence and we hope that with his help he will be 
able to understand the wonderful character of the Bengali people. His 
Imperial Majesty himself has proved what sympathy, courtesy and sweet 
treatment can do in this country. | | 
Next, we would request and pray His Excellency to direct his greatest 
effort towards removing the greatest curses of. Bodgalr-the n e of 
its yillages and water · scareity. Malaria, cholera, small-pox, plague and other 


. 4 Wan OF: an l u hens toy ee ie * 


64 
ent. home in the country, and it is no 
exagg 1 of Bengal villagers die every year in consequence 
holesome drinking water. 99 5 1 
55 W Be r. oie to God that His Excellency may earn the blessing 
and gratitude of all Bengalis by advancing the cause of sanitation, education, 


industries and so forth amongst them. | 
8 The "Hitavads [Calcutta] of the 5th April writes that the Bengalis 


‘demics have found a 
4 eration to say that | 


pere discontented during the five or six years 
ee ee for want of sym E and er pes on the part of 
the officials, and on account of the perverse intelligence of Lord Curzon, Had 


Minto been great and liberal-hearted enough to recognize this and to 
— the piteous nr of the Bengalis, anarchy would not have manifested 
itself in the country. As it was, he allowed hollow considerations of prest 
to influence him unduly, and encouraged injustice and suspected the loyal of 
Bengalis, The result was a series of repressive measures which widened the 
cleavage between the rulers and the ruled. Thanks to the King-Emperor, much 
of that discontent is now gone. But its wholesale removal is impossible until 
Bengalis cease to be a with disease and sorrow and poverty, and have 
eir lofty aspirations gratified. ape | & 
" Lor Carmichael 19 do much to relieve the situation if he profits by 
official experience, and showing due deference to public opinion, decides things 
for himself. Let the Bengal Council Regulations be amended so that real 
popular leaders may get into the new Bengal Legislative Council. Then he 
will learn the true views of the people aud will not have to be a mere plaything 
in the hands of the Civilians, ae 10 
Hitherto Civilians and the Anglo-Indian mercantile oommunity of Calcutta 
carried things in their own way in Bengal—the Lieutenant Governors being 
wholly dummies, They are now wroth with Lord Hardinge because he 
ignored them in the recent territorial changes. Let Lord Carmichael] beware. of 
these men, who are always Imperialists and repressionists, 


71. The Sulabk Samachar [Calcutta] of the 5th April writes: 
— Lord Carmichael, in the course of his reply 
to the municipal address at Government House 

on the day of his assuming office, said that he would try his best to 
strengthen what makes for unity and to lessen the influence of anything that 
makes for discord” among the different sections of the community in Bengal, 
May His Excellency’s wish be fulfilled. He has assumed charge on a very 
auspicious day, and we greet him cordially. May God do him good! 


72. Injwelcoming Lord Carmichael to the province, the Nayak [Calcutta 


Lord Carmichael. of the 3rd April hopes and prays that Hindus an 


Musalmans may become united under his régime, 


His Excellency’s reply to the municipal address has inspired the writer with 
the * that 
He 


lality and injustice will form uo feature of his administra- 


tion. must be allowed time to make his acquaintance with the province 
and the people, and should not therefore be pestered with demands at this 


stage. It is to be hoped that the professional politicians will have the good 
sense to allow him a little — 8870 thy 


What is most hopeful in His Excellency’s reply is the gecurance of his 
concern for the improvement of the public health. | 


78. In giving a cordial welcome to Lord Carmichael, the Bongavasi 
eee, 
to the Calcutta municipal address. The n 
to look at measures from the point of view of the governed, and that in which 
he showed his faith in the King-Emperor’s assurance that the Delhi 8 
would make for good, are specially landed. This faith in what the King. 
Emperor said is characteristic of a Hinda, who looks on his sovereign as a 
2 _ Special praise is also bestowed on His Excellency for what he said 
: : pte’ Ja. hed purge amy of malaria. This, it is said, is the greatest service 
N 3 1 8 ate — — pe en of office. Lastly, the new Governor 
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74. The Charu Mihir. 5 j gh of the 2nd April writes that the 
Tet April 1912 will always be a memorable day ; 
Walen to Lord Oarmighacl. Bengal. It was the day 5 the reunion of fer 
under an improved form of government, and it saw the passing away of clouds, 
accumulated during six years, from the sky of the Bengali’s fortune. The day 
is thus one of universal rejoicing to the people, who are grateful to the King. 
Emperor, to the Viceroy and Lord Crewe for inaugurating these territorial changes 
and also promising incial autonomy tothem. Public manifestations of thie 
rejoicing bave not been wanting. And what do they show? That if after the 
Partition of 1905, a benevolent and liberal policy been adopted towards 
the Bengalis, the ruinous unrest and misobief of the past five years might have 
been avoided. As it wae, Sir Bampfylde Fuller resorted to a narrow and devious 
course of policy, which Sir Lencelot Hare was too weak to . The people 
in fact believed that Mesars. LeMesurier, Nathan and Lyon wholly guided the 
policy of the Eastern Bengal Government during the past few years, This 
suspicion of the veiled influence exercised by individuals on Government policy 
ade it an object of distrust and unpopular. Sir Charles Bayley too wes 
suspected, because his previous term of office was associated with a number of 
deportations. omy the past is now dead. 

The Eastern Bengal Government dies unregretted. Let Mesers. Lyon 
and Nathan learn to adopt a more liberal policy to the Bengalis in accordance 
with the spirit of the times. 

Anarchy and unrest have now vanished from the land. Our new 
Governor is a follower of Gladstone; he has won r in Victoria aud 
in * He is sure to become popular in Bengal also. We welcome him 
cor . 
7 5. The Hindi Bangavasi Calcutta] of the 8th April. in welcoming His 
Si eae Excellency Lord Carmichael, says that it is certain 
ow Governor of Na.. that the qualities of bead and heart possessed by 
His Lordship and shown in his speech would enable him to fulfil all expecta- 
—— but nevertheless warns him against accepting the views of the so-called 
Hindus who, professing to be such, are ever ready to lay their axe at its root 
when considering any question which affects Hindu religion or society. 
76. The very first words, writes the Basumati [Calcutta] of the 6th 
155 April, which Lord Carmichael has uttered in public 

n in Bengal, are full of sympathy with the Indians 
and reveal a generous heart, an able bead, and a strong desire to do good to 
the pa he has come to rule. We have been reassured and our hearts have 
been filled with joy. Ruler of Bengal your first address to us has charmed 
us, and we pray for the success of the administrative policy you have incul- 
cated. You havo asked for oo-operation; depend upon it that we will forget the 
past and even the present and live on the hope that the future which is in your 
hand will bring good things for us. Your words echo the sweet sentiments 
which His Imperial Majesty expressed to us, We are confident that your 
sympathy with us will not be in vain—you will know our wants at first-hand, 
and us you are a man of keen intelligence and sharp insight, you will not be 
easily deceived. You have said that you will try your best to check malaria 
and advance the cause of education, and we rejoice at it. Bengal has four 
wants, namely, food, water, health and education, of which the first two are 
at present of more vital importance than the others, We want to live and 
live age nation. Give us, therefore, food and water to live on, health to work 
and a liberal education suited to our national character and calculated to 
develop manly virtues in us, and your name will be written in letters of gold 
in our history. Try to give us these these things and God will surely help 
you. There ia another thing which you should always remember. Bengal is 
a country of small men. We are small, but not slaves of smallness, of gold. 
We want sympathy and fellow-fecling. Our representatives also are small 
men like ourselves. The so-called leaders or the plumed and eb aristo- 
crats do not represent the Bengal cultivator or the day-labourer. I, therefore, 
you do not bear much of food, water, health and education amongst the pray- 


ers made by Hon’ble gentlemen, then search the hearts of the poor and you 
will undoubtedly find them there. They do not crave for politi er 
They want to live, to perpetuate their families. Grant thea first their desire. 
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May your saved inissiod be fuldlled. ‘May’ the glory of “Britis rule ‘shine 
wih 5 n 00 ge ak rast thoi BRE Bxoel 
other article the same paper makes extracts from His Excel- 
5 Tency’s elt th: reply to the Calcutta Oorpora- 


Lord Carmichael. tions address and says :— 


banish 


3 ‘ich | 
u ‘with the Indians, They are 


78. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priy 4.0. Ananda ‘Basar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 


n eis ty ceria ecg etal enh tinh 
Lota arne. Tod Gatmiclael’s speech in reply ‘to ‘the 
address presented to: His Excellency by the Calcutta Corporation ‘is full of 


sweet, simple and soothing words of hope to the Indiang, the like: of 
wich is found 5 in the ‘historig Proclamation of Quenn, Victoria. We 
cordially aud, gratefully wolcpme, His Excellency and Lady ‘Carmichael 
amongst us. May ‘he liye in health: of body and mind and give effect to his 
noble intentions towards us. I JOY avai Site 2008: off aii | 
79. Nekerring te ‘the pronouncement of His Excellence Lord Carmichael 
tcthat be will make no difference between the Hindus 
What, wil... become of the wud the Muflammadans, for both the communities 
e are equally British subjects and hence people, will 
attain positions worthy of their respective nierits, the, Daiy Bherat Mitre 
[Caloutta | ‘of the 6th April ass What would now be the fate of the fayourite 
wite of Sir B: Fuller? „ Tene yer : 3 Py wit +i nw vie ty 
80. ‘In’ noticing the ae p Lord pre ge Zoo, 5 1 
„ „„ and the Library of the Aziatio Society, the Daily 
ord onde, neee N, Mitra [Oslcatta] of the 4th Apel. eee thet 
now what remains for His Excelléney to see is the condition of the people; « 
81. So long the Muhammadans were f e . the Hindus, writes 
ey ee a, the Daily Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 6th April, 
Quarrel among Sthammadss ‘but now tbey have ‘started ‘ quarrellitig’ among 
themselves, The Zamindar’s attacks on Lay and Christians in general have 
split up the Muhammadan community of the Punjab into two facfions. 
The: paper does not understand why the Muhammadans of the Punjab 
should quarrel on foreigu affairs which do. not politically concern them. The 
Muhamrhadans of India are Indians after all, and they are not Persians or Turks 
or anything but Indisns. They won't go to Tripoli to fight against the 
Italians. They are ofcourse at liberty to give pecuniary and other help, but 
they must not take up their cudgels against the whole of Christendom, or 
— 2 Government of India will have no doubt to take steps in the 
82. The Satya Sanatan Dhatma Calcutta] of the 2nd April publishes the 
following poem: r „ | 
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Hica Horns (A SONG). 
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And moved by self-interest, to see her son depart for battle- field. 
(Never mind) if India’s misery be (as endless as) Draupadi's cloth, 
Effort will, by the of God, make everything easy. 
Those who are by delusion walking on the beaten track 
Will learn self-respect one day. | 


e 
Unsym — officers, forgetting the people’s woes, would on no occasion 
report that | : 
We (people) are satisfied with this administration. 
Those who appear to-day like the Jacks of the playing cards, 
Will become again great (lit., rich) as the Kings and Gotan 
Po ae SHARMA. 9 
83. Under the heading noted in margin the Hitvarta (Calcutta) of the 


7th April writes :— 

| Brothers! it won’t do now to sleep any longer, 
Be awake and determine what your duties are, for on them * your 
future. Every son of India can do some service to his country according to 
his capacity and the circumstances in which he is placed. Service to one’s 
country does not mean dealing with politics alone. Politics no doubt is an 
important, nay one of the most important, part of that service; it is necessa 
too, for every improvement, whether social, religious, spiritual, industrial or 
commercial, depends on it. One cannot have the strength and spirit of reform- 
ing a society without political liberty. To demolish is easy, but to reform can 
be the work of but men like Sankaracharya, Nanak, Gurugovind Singh, Daya- 
nand, ete. History will tell you that all reformers flourished in an age of free- 
dom. No subject people have yet been able to effect a reform. Industrial and 
commercial development needs the help of the State. Even Englishmen who 
advocate Free Trade cannot advance without the support of the Government, 
Manchester would have been quite different to-day if Government had not 
come to their help and a tax levied on Indian cotton and manufactured cloth, 
quite against the wishes of the Government of India. There can be no 
improvement in the condition of the people without political advanoce- 
ment which, however, cannot be attained unless the le themselves 
advance; tne two conditions are inter-dependent. But to deal with politics 
is not the work of immature youths. Political agitation should, there- 
fore, be left to tycse who have devoted a lifetime to it. Those who have 
received a general education should serve their country in other ways 
and follow their leaders in political matters. Patriotic young men should 
walk on lines which afford least resistance, specially from the - rulers. 
There are, matters no doubt, ia which the rulers unnecessarily cause obstruction, 
but there are many more in which it is possible to serve one’s country 
with the support of the rulers. Education and sanitary improvements are 
two such matters. The rulers are ready tohelp us in improving the agriculture 
of the country. It is very desirable that the results of the investigations of 
the Agricultural Department which are published from time to time, should be 
translated into various vernaculars for the information of the cultivators. 
Have our educated young men done their duty in this matter? Sons of 
zamindats, who seek service after finishing their education, ought to devote 


their time to improving the agriculture of their country for their own benefit 
as well as for that of their 0 Ben 5 on 


Awake even now. 


84. The Bihar Bandhu [ Bankipore } of the 6th April points out that the 

ee 3 cardinal principles of British rule in India are 

uch faith in English principles based on the regeneration of the country, and the 

policy. ; : . | 

national awakening, of which we have got a 

glimpse here, is only due to the efforts of the . It would be un- 

grateful to forget this fact. We should, therefore, enter upon our task 

with a firm faith in the bona fides of the Englishmen for helping us on the 

path of progress. This faith, however, need not deter us from putting our 

grievances before our rulers with a view to their being redressed. There can 

be nothing of sedition in it. The Europeans have obtained their freedom by 

efforts for centuries. The people of this country should show the same Weng 
towards their King as the Europeans do towards their own Kings. It wi 

remove their wants and improve their position; hence we say: Have faith 

in English principles and policy.” ee Pte | en ee 
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and casual absence of this clerk did 
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5 Sulabh Samachar [Calcutta] of the öth April writes: — 

~ Ny 935 22 , Rashbehare Ghosh had no 

The recent Town Hall meeting. sympathy tiger er Town Hall 5 | 
tested against the Dacca University scheme, The meeting was 
1 It was, to say the least of it, quite premature to hold a 
meeting to condemn a project, of which nobody knows anything but the barest 
outline. It is quite inexplicable. The idea of a partition of the language hes, 

of course, been isaipated by the Viceroy’s statement that he was “determin 
to permit no measure in — , with the Dacca University that t be 

ted as a measure rtition.’ 799 
„ The Nayak rCaleatta] of the 8th April publishes the following 


dence under the heading Oppression on 
‘‘ Oppression on clerks.’ dhe ng reer 


To tHE Eprtor, Nayak. 


IR 
l We must thank = and your correspondent “The Truth” for takin 
up the cause of the poor clerks who are born friendless in this world, an 
have ever been left unnoticed by the leaders of their community as if they are 
not counted upon for the formation of any unit of it, But it isa great pleasure 
to see that there exists at least a friend in you, and that is why I venture to 


request you to publish the following in your valuable paper. 


“If 1 am correct in guessing that your correspondent has alluded to the 
office I am alluding to, he must have omitted a lot in your issue of the 23rd 
March lust like the following:— 


(1) [Said to a clerłk] Tou have stolen and disposed of the——” 
2) | To another émploye) A Tera bapko office paya ? 


‘Remarks of the like are numerous and need not be made any mention of 
now, 26 the clerks are contemplating to forward to the proper quarter a copy of 
your above issue prayiug for its due interference, but as 28 one knows, the 
clerks care more for their bread than their national respect. I have very much 
doubt that they shall be able to reach the quarter, and even if they do, what 
can they do for except one like the following [ ste } ? | | 

‘Casual absence is generally caused by unforseen demands, and no 
one is expected to anticipate it, but the clerks, most of whom are daily passen- 
gers, have been ordered not to leavo Calcutta without first obtaining permission 
to remain absent! On some Saturday a villager went to his native village as 
usual, but accidentally fell ill and could not attend the office for three days only, 
Though this was duly reported by the clerk, a bearing letter was written to 
him by his master, and the clerk, on rejoining the office, was called upon to 
prove (1) that he did not refuse the letter at his village on the next day of the 


issue and (2) that he did not give the 8 instruction to hold the letter 


over for two days and then send it to 
was not shown to his master. 


It should be mentioned bere that this master is well aware of the order 
allowing a clerk casual leave for twenty days a year and three days a month, 


not exceed six days by the time of 


aloutta, and to explain why the cover 


occurrence. 
More on medical certificates later. 


af RELIABLE. mis 


87. The Nayak (Calcutta) of the 6th April has the following felis 
6s To be or not to be.” The question how is whether to be or. not to be. 
We have plague for our constant companion. 
Cholera has been raging 


virulently all | : . 
to Utterpara. In fact } y all over the tract extending from Allahabad 


wherever we find tic 1 defili 
Geiiaes Cole, dun’ we find the outflow from septic tanks defiling 


: e find cholera on both. sides of the river. Th 
besides, malaria, small-pox and a host of oth, sides of the river ere are 


' er epidemics with food and water 
— and theft and dacoity as their — associates, as it 
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Navak, 
April 8th, 1912, 


Hvar, 
April 7th, 1912, 


HITVARTA, 
April 7th, 1912, 


SHitTvaBta, 
April 7th, 1918, 


Samay 
April 6th, 1913, 


_ ference at Chittagong. 


7 


(as 


But what: have thé Babus been doing All this while 7 * bey! have been 
spending lots of mendy on their fancy political agitation with loud professsions 
of their: conddrn for the ‘county's ‘wealj and havebeen boasting of unity havin 
reducedithe.whold’of Indiasto, u dough like mene ohe! mass, And 
n bas been devastating the country und the;peor have been 
dying li a telt bin K. „ eG. Ob 

i yon know what would have: happened an ‘any: civilized European 
country if, as in India, 18 had clawed ene An] e 5 do 7 dakhs 
of vietims for a period of 18 years in wsuceession,? or if:snalaria, poverty 
and scarcity of water such as we have in this dun. hd existed there? The 
peopleiwould have been dñ̃ven to exasperationy.and!:the Government and tho 
pepular leaders ‘would certainly have found:a:remedy. 1 8 

When one sees all this one wishes to die, but one wishes to enjoy this 
spectacle of hypocrisy for a little while yet. | 

88. Referring to the — meeting of * 5 — Nr 

i at Chittagong, the Naya outta] of the Sth 
ar G>  Asell changes the leading political agitators in 

| ‘the country with insinserity, ‘dishonesty, and 

ambition to beebme great at others’ cost, and says that such being 0 dase 
the 5 is quite unfit fon political discussions, and ite whole energy should 
be applied to fighting: poverty and disease. However thit may be, she recent 
administrative changes in tle sountry as woll as the insidente of the last few 
years, make it necessary for the to -change ‘the’ line of work in the 
political field. But they are net going to do that. In spite of tlie reum̃on of 
the severed, parts of Bengal, the repressive measures nad ‘the repressive 
system of police domination continue. How then do ꝓ dare begin your 
agitation on the old line? Has not this -sort of agitation on your part 
darkened innumerable homes in the country? Are not tbeusands of 


fathers, mothers wives and children weéping in misery for sons, husbands 


and fathers, ho have paid or are paying the penalty of your crime 
with their lives: or imprisonment? Desist then from the path Of insiacerity- and 
self-seeking. Drag not the country into greater misery and darkness. Beware 
the Tagliaman has already taken exception to ybur conduct.at Chi 8 
89. Fearing that there; wnuld be a hard compstition between the Ootien- 
growers’... Association of Manchester and the 


Narr Syndicate of the Mill- owners of Bombay for 
purchasing the improved variety of cotton which is being grown in India, the 


Hetvarta (Calcutta | of the 7th April hopes that the Government ef India ‘would 
help the latter, as otherwise the condition of the cotton industry of India would 
be imply rninoua. 1 . VVV 
90. prema: — T ey rp . w tes 
ie a [Calcutta] of the 7th! April, and refers in this oon- 
. eee eee eee 
Commons meeting the place of manufacture of the ‘medals. struck for dis- 
India on the occasion of the Coronation, pointing out how alert the 


tribution in 
Englishman is even in such a petty matter. 8085 re ae 
91. Referring to the speech of Mr. A. M. Hyndman on -his'70sh birthday, 
80 far as it related to India, the . Asiserts [ Calcutta } 
of the 7th April says that if the Englishmen abide 
by the liberal terms of the Royal Proclamations made from time to time and 
the speeches of high officials and the King himself, India will never prove 
unfaithful to England. A general European war, of which symptoms are not 
wanting, will furnish an agua, | to Central Asia to raise its head, when 4 
handful of European and Indian soldiers will find it very difficult to defend 
India, and Britain would be able to maintain its glory only if the Indians are 
kept prepared and fit for self-defence, ; | 
92, The Sama | Calontta} of the * Lord E task for 
0 having raised the question of Sir Lawrende 
nne Jaukinee pay and pension in the House of Lords, 
7 fror, considering the most valuable service which 
Sir Lawrence has been rendering to the Bengalis. by dispensing even- handed 
12 they will not be sorry to pay him even twice or thriee the amount he 18 
ge g now. | 


Mr. ‘Hyndman’s anniversary. 
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Referring to the rumour that s scheme is afoot for making Sir 
“ 4 Lawrence Jenkins Governor of Bombay, the 
. Nayak [ Caloutta] of the 8th April says : 

We shall resist any attempt to remove Bir Lawrence to a new place, even 
it it be the Viceroyalty of India. We shall see darkness all round us if he 


leaves Bengal. We request Sir Lawrence to consider this. 4 


Una Papers. 


94, Referring to the rejection of the Hon’ble Mr. Gokale’s Elementary 
. — 05 on ra — ‘ — * 1912, the 
The Hon'ble Mr. Gokhale's U¢paidinika [Cuttack) of the arch makes 
Elementary ee Di. the tollowing observations :— | 
It is a matter of great regret for the country that such a beneficial Bill 
was rejected. We see that those measures by which the state of the country 
as well as the manners and customs of the society would be improved and 
thereby many stigmas attaching to it would be removed, cannot stand, The 
Hon’ble Dr. Rash Behary Ghose’s Charitable Endowments Bill and the 
Hon’ble Mr. Bhupendra Nath Basu’s Special Marriage Bill may be mentioned 
as instances in point. If the result is such, even after the people have got 
an opportunity of selecting learned and judicious men as Members of Council, 
then there must be some defect either in the mode of selection adopted by the 
eople or in the rules for bringing to the front such men who are fit to be 
Members of Council, and it is highly proper that efforts should be made for 
removing such defects, for otherwise the existence of such nominal Councils 
does not appear to do any good to the people of the country. | 
95. From the proclamations regarding the recent administrative changes, 
vo 1 pole mae pet Seago 4 the 7 March 
Regret at the prayers for redis- concludes all the prayers that had been made 
tribution of boundaries remaining for redistribution of Xs remained unheard 
for the present, and advises the parties concerned 
to submit to their fate and enjoy happiness or suffer misery according to their 
respective lots. 


RAJENDRA CHANDRA SASTRI, 


Bengali Tr a 
Bencatr Transiator’s Orrice, _— 


The 18th April 1918. 


J. 8. Fren-18-- 1018-1080. A, and others. 


Wavar, 
April Sth, 191%, 


Mar. 80th, 1922. 


USEALDIFIEZA, 
Mar. 30th, 1918, 
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No. 15 of 1912. 


REPORT (Part II) 


On 


NATIVE-OWNED ENGLISH NEWSPAPERS IN BENGAL 


FOR THE 


Week ending Saturday, 13th April 1912. 
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[As it stood on 1st January 1912.) 


LIST OF NATIVE-OWNED ENGLISH NEWSPAPERS RECEIVED AND DEALT WIII 
BY THE BENGAL SPECIAL DEPARTMENT, 


No. Name of Publication. {Where published.) Edition. Name, caste and age of Editor. Circulation. 
1 |* Amrita Basar Patrika | Oalcutts Daily „Kali Prasanna Chatterji, age 48, Brahmin II, 600 to 4,000 
2 |‘ Bengalee”’... ot Ditto aol ae on —_" Nath Banerji and Kali Nath we to 8,600 
3 | ‘* Hindoo Patriot Ditto Do. .«. | Srish Chandra Sarbadhikari, age 44, and | 800 to 1,000 

Kailash Chandra Kanjilal, pleader, 
Small Cause Court, also contributes. 
4° | ‘¢ Indian Reho’’ „Ditto „e Weekly . Kunju Behary Bose, age 46, Kayastha... 600 
6 | ‘Indian Empire” Ditto „Do. „ | Kishori Mohan Banerji and H. Dutt | 2,000 
6 „Indian Mirror” „Ditto „Daily „ Satyendra Nath Sen a * . 17000 to 1,500 
7 Indian Nation ee | Ditto «| Weekly . Noresh Chandra Sarbadhikarr and] 1.000 
ä a | Srish Chandra Sarbadhikari. | 
8 [„ Musalman” „Ditto 50 Do. me A. Rasul and M. Rahman . ove 1,000 to 1,590 
9 |“ eis and Rayyet , Ditto eve Do. e | Jogesh Chandra Dutt, age 61 years. 400 

10 | Telegraph“ wee | Ditto Do. poe Satyendra Kumar Bose eee oge 3,000 

ll | “Comrade” „Ditto „Do. „Mr. Mahomed Ali, 3.4. (Oxon.), age] 32,600 


— 


Has not Leen pabliehed for the last siz months, and most probably it will not be published again. 
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( 299 ) 
II.- Hoa ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


Amrita B Patrika in the course of an article on the « be ge 
Superintendente of holds, was created for the special benefit of 


¢ 
: 
re 


Deputy 
Police. 


who would : . 
ap for promotion to the office of District Superintendent of Police, 
rank of Deputy Superintendent was created for their — 
The method of appointment to these posts was partly by promot. 
from among the best Inspectors and partly * direct appointment of 
educated young men of respectable familie The Indians havo, therefore, 
always considered these appointments as their special preserve. We are 
surprised, however, to find that a number of officiale, other than Indians, 
have somehow or other crept into this special preserve. Some Hon’ble 
Member of the Legislative Council should ay a from the Local Government 
what I. mean by thus deviating from the original policy of reserving the 


f ty Superintendent entirely for Indians. ars sa 
ere 80. whe following is taken teoan the Amrita Basar Patrike :“ The file 
pee of almost every news 


* sina — gh the 1 would 
The Special Branch of the Orr plainly show how heavily during the laat five years 
‘So oped Beak of K 
the Special Branch of it had on the people, without being able t 

achieve tom that could be e as satisfactory working or to win anything 
like Let er gee indiscriminate arrests and house-searches, espionage bath open 
and veiled, close pursuit of persons who in the end were declared by tent 
courts of law to be innocent, were the order of the day, and these were surely 
not calculated to allay anxiety or earn respect and confidence. A whole army 
of wretched spies and informers swarmed in the land and made the lives of 
His Majesty's subjects miserable. When, therefore, in December last, an 
announcement was made in the Anglo-Indian press to the effect that the 
Criminal Investigation Department would be abolished from the beginning of 
the present year, the public were highly pleased. This was followed by an 
amended rumour that it was the al Special Branch, with its hest of 
informers, that was to go from the beginning of the present month, or the 
present official year. This was believed in by the pubic, as no contradiction 
came from official quarters and no more activities of the Special Braneh were 
heard of. But the public, we fear, were very much mistaken, for whatever 
doubts might have existed have now vanished into thin air. The very first 
number of the new series of the Calcutta Gasetée under the Presidency Govern. 
ment contains several notifications which ineontestibly prove the continuance 
of the Special Branch, presumably for another spell, for the official year has 
just begun.’ Thus Mr. Hutchinson has been appointed Deputy Inspector- 
General, Special Branch, a European Assistant . been put 
in as his Special Assistant, while in place of. Mr. Tegart, we have another 
officer to take charge of the Calcutta Special Branch. Thus the organisation 
remains as before, thoagh, of course, from these notifications we. cannot be 
sure of the establishment that would remain. However, one officer more or 
less cannot affect the question. Now, this evidence of the continuance of the 
department cannot by any means bring solace or satisfaction to the public; 
and the authorities cannot blame them for this feeling. It ie o 
frankly admitted that the situation has 
gone a complete and 


AmuiTa B44 
PaTRiks, 


eth Api. 1618 


Anna Basan 
Parma. 


Sth Apl. 1938, 


Isptay urn, 
9th Apl. 1913, 


Buxeass, 
4th Apl. 1912. 


Amaita Basat 
PaTRixa, 


h Apl, 1912. 
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581. On the same subject, the Telegraph has the following: —“‘ The public 

The Special Branch of the Ori: need hardly be reminded how an announcement 
minal Investigation Department. us made in the es emp prese, to the effect 
that the Criminal Investigation Department would be abolished from the begin- 
ning of the year. As this was not contradi but was subsequently 
amended to indicate that it was the Bengal Special Branch of the Criminal 


Investigation Department which had only received its cronje, the publi 
hig only reassured, but thanked the Government of Lord pu “ 


for having done away with an accretion which was responsible for 
much that was unsatisfactory, unpopular and calculated to press heavily on 
the people. Now, however, the Calcutia Gazette gives a flat denial to all this, 
for notifications appear appointing officers to the offices of Deputy Inspector- 
General, Special Branch, Special Assistant to the Deputy Inspector- 
General, and Deputy Commissioner, Special Branch, of the Calcutta Police, 
This would not be if there was any proposal for abolishing this branch, 
especially in the beginning of another official year. It is, therefore, certain 
that the huge establishment of the Special Branch to cope with political 
offences remains. We are not even sure if the army Of informers, approvers 
and spies who swallowed in the past so large a slice of the cost of the police, 
are to go. But no political offence has been heard of, and the political 
atmosphere has been cleared up to a very large extent according to all 
authorities. Where then is the necessity of maintaining the Special Branch.” 
582, With reference to the case in which a Eurasian guard was fined 


: Rs. 75 for having insulted two Hindu ladies who 
The molestation of two Hindu were travelling on the Assam- Bengal Railway, the 
K tess Amrita Basar Patria says:—‘‘ This caunot be said 
to be at all adequate to the requirements of the case, and such is the universal 
opinion of the public of the locality. Fancy, in this case it was the guard, 
whose duty it is to protect the passengers from molestation by others, who 
outraged the modesty of two respectable women, and thereby not only com- 
mitted an offence against person but a breach of trust as it were.” 
583. In connection with the gun licenses granted to the Hindu Shahukars 
| of Rawalpindi as a protection against dacvits and 
A* licenses as preventive of raiders, the Indian Empire writes as follows :-- 
— ‘¢ As in the Punjab, so in Eastern Bengal dacoities 
have been too uncomfortably frequent and bold and the police have utterly 
failed to detect the perpetrators or put a stop to. the affairs. If gun licenses 
had been more liberally issued, perhaps there might have been some 
possibility of averting much of the loss that has been inflicted. We know 
only latterly some guns with ammunition were issued to panchayats in 
certain localities, with instructions to use them on the occasion of dacoities. 
This, too, is a step in the right direction. We wish that similar methods 
should be employed in thé whole of the Presidency and better care be 
taken to recruit the proper sort of men for the village watch, as also to arm 
them in some effective manner. But as two or three chowkidars, however 
bold and effectively armed, would be no match for a number of desperadoes, 
a liberal grant of gun licenses is absolutely necessary.” 


G- Working of the Courts. 


584. In the absence of the full texts of the judgments delivered in the 
The Dacca conspiracy case, Daeca conspiracy case, the Bengalee does not think 


it would be — 


t to comment upon them, but 
it cannot help viewing with a sense of reliefthe termination of a State trial 


which has now been before the country for two years and served to keep up 

memories that should be forgotten. | 2 

The old Government of Eastern Bengal has disappeared,” it adds, 

: to the infinite relief of the people, and it hopes it has heard the last of 
ese cases. 


585. Referring to the result of the Dacca conspiracy case, the Amrita 
1 Bazar Pairika says that there is no doubt that the 

2288 learned Judges, composing the Special Tribunal, 

acted according to their best lights, and that all should, therefore, bow to 


( 281 ) 


their decision. But it is not absolutely gure if Their Lordships have been able. 


to carry the entire Indian publicalong with them. At least, in the matter 
of . they might 0 shown greater leniency without ht | the 
majesty of law The journal is at a Joss to appreciate the encomiums: Their 
Lordships have bestowed on the “ ability of the Sessions J udge in dealing 
with the voluminous record and evidence in this case,” For, from Their 
Lordships’ own judgment—that of the 35 accused convicted by the learned 
Sessions Judge—he was in error as regards 21 and right only regarding 14. 
In other words, it would have been on. account of his erroneous judgment 
that fully three-fifths of this pretty large number—21 innocent subjects of 
His Majesty—would have rotted in jail or been banished from the oounmẽtr 7). 

Fancy, he punished so jmany innocent men, although (there were 
first-rate counsellors to help him to ably marshall the facts, to make the best 
possible digest of them and place the law before him—no mean advantages to 
a trying officer. Where, then, has the special or remarkable ability of 
the learned Sessions Judge manifested itself which has been deemed worthy 
of so much appreciation ? | pt gt Teo GO 

Then mark the unduly severe nature of the sentences which the. 
Sessions Judge on the accused. Three of them at least were 
transported for life! And why did the Sessions Judge deal so severely with 
the prisoners? Because, in his opinion, the overt acts were traced to the 


Samiti. But, in the opinion of the learned Judges composing the Special : 


Tribunal, the Sessions Judge was entirely wrong in holding such a view, as 
in Their Lordships’ opinion, none of the overt acts, except the Naria daooity, 
could be traced to the Samiti. All the same, Mr. Justice Harington bas 
found it possible to place on record his ‘‘appreciation of the ability of the 
Sessions Judge in dealing with the voluminous record and evidence in the 
case!’ These unfortunate prisoners have already expiated their sin 
euficiently ; and this has been admitted by the learned Judges themselves. 
It is also not unreasonable to bold that but for the very heavy odds and the 
formidable antagonists they had to fight, more of them might have been able 
to establish their innocence. 


The paper wishes the learned Judges could have followed the principle 


laid down by Justices Holmwood and Sharfuddin in the Hatripija sedition 
case. In acquitting the accused, the latter observed that even if the accused 
were of a seditious turn of mind he would mend his ways. 


Just mark in conclusion how revolutionaries are treated in 
Some friends of the coal-strikers made stirring appeals to the soldiers not to 
fire on the strikers even when they committed riots. Now, every one must: 
admit, a graver offence against the State can hardly be conceived, specially 
at a critical moment like what it is now in England. Yet the offenders have 
been punished with only a few weeks’ imprisonment ! | 

586. Commenting on the result of the appeal in this case, the Télegraph says 
it is certainly satisfactory as far as it goes, though 
the public would have been more gratified still 
if greater leniency had been shown, in view of the altered circumstances of 
the country, and the fact of the acoused having suffered so long in hajut. 

What the Zelegraph cannot understand, however, is the encomium 


The Dacca conspiracy case. 


by Sir Richard Harington on the Sessions Judge, when as a matter of fact the 


latter had erroneously convicted as many as twenty-one of His Majesty's 
innocent subjects of heinous offences and had passed unduly severe sentences 
not only on these, but also on the other 14 accused. If such a decision 
deserves credit and is to be taken as proof of a judge’s ability, the journal does 
not certainly know what inefficiency is. | 
587. The Indian Empire remarks :—‘ It is needless for us to add that the 
1 decision of the Special Tribunal has been reoeived 
with considerable satisfaction by the public, though 
truth to tell the sentences might have been further modified without at all 
interfering with the course or cause of justice. We thank Their Lordships 
for having saved 21 young men from a doom which would have 
wrecked their whole careers without doing any good to the community, 
There is, however, one point which we do not very well understand. It 
is the encomium passed by the Special Tribunal on the work of the Sessions 
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a. ken i of this case, the 

| ‘nes inveighs against the 

Indian courts for the waste af time in Ain wil 

ion which is — responsible for chis 

waste. The only remedy lies in the entire separation of judicial and executive 

functions, the placing of the judiciary under the exclusive control of the High 

Court and reeruiting judges from the ranks of trained lawyers. This is the 

remedy = which Indian public men and the Indien press have long been 
insisting, but 


the Témes has not yet seen its way to WA 

589. Adverting to the comments of the Times on the result of the Dacca 
‘tue conspiracy case and to its complaints that Indian 
courts permit waste of time, that it allows 
Counsel to enjoy a “scandalous latitude,” ete., etc., the Amrita Bazar Patrika. 
asks: Pray, what do they doin England? Do not Counsel there enjay the 
same so-called scandalous latitude’ toa far greater extent than their peers do in 
India? Apparently the Times idea is that thedefence Counsel's mouth shoald be 
ged as far as that is — the acoused laid by the heel, and consigned to 
jail as speedily as possible. The other comment of the Times is that there 
should be — ‘ singular diserepancy between the views of the Sessions Judge 
and the High Court in connection with the Dacca trial. But what does this 
prove ? Sessions Judges should not be entrusted with the trial of important 
political cases like the Dacca conspiracy, and this was the view we took when 
the question was raised whether the case should be tried at Daeca or before a 
Special Tribunal in Calcutta, The Times is right when it says that this discre- 
pancy is very striking; and we fully approve of its recommendation that a 
close and systematic enquiry into the whole system of criminal administra 
tion of justice throughout India should be made.. = 
590. Commenting on the acquittal of the accused charged with * 

Ledbi | on Musstt. Nanki, the Amrita Basar Patrika remar 
. as follows: —“ Mr. Rose's judgment has neither 
convineed nor satisfied the public. It is a case which calla fer further action 
on the part of the authorities. If the aceused, who, were tried, are innocent, 
there must be others who were guilty, and it is the duty of the executive, and 
the police to trace them. Mere technicalities should not be allowed to stand 
in the way of punishing the brutes who could thus ill-use a helpless woman with 
a brutality almost bordering on inhumanity. oy , 
591. Referring to this case in which a girl was ravished by six men in 
ia _ succession, the Indian Empire writes that although 
12 ä the offence is declared to have been committed, 
and the Judge concluded that if there were not six ravishers there must have 
been at least two or three, the accused have been acquitted, and this because, 
according to the Judge, his high and impossible ideal of identification test has 
not been realised! So the result is that though the girl was violated with such 
brutality, yet the perpetrators must go unpunished, inspite. of the facts that 
she identified the men immediately after the offence, and that the Judge has 
not made it clear that she had any grudge against the accused which could 
have induced her to wrongfully implicate them. Naturally, therefore, the 

journal adds the case has created great dissatisfaction. — pt 

502. In connection with poe! * which 1 Elles eae con- 
ae te victed of sedition and sentenced to 6 years’ trans- 
Tho Filles codition cane. portation, instead of which he was confined in the 
Indian jails and treated as a rigorous imprisonment convict, the Telegraph 
asserts that it is evident that the offences for which Mr. Pillai has been suffering, 

under the provisions of the Penal Code, have to be punished either wi 
transportation or with simple imprisonment with or without fine. If the 
intention of the Legislature was that offenders should be also treated as 
rigorous. imprisonment convicts, such provision would have been made in the 
law. When the Government, therefore, of its on motion, orders such convicts 
to be rigorously imprisoned in jails, it acts in defiance of the law and the law 


(in 


( 98) 


other or tinely Mamie — — a 


this . . nur 


be Matripaja cass.’ 
506. Commenting op * 98, f 


1 


695. The Rier 2 | 
7 


Complaints —" the Sessions 


Courta. 
0 gays et . 
ae aoa bee 10 oe irl 
83 
zi the 1 ne ent zi 0 7 8 
1 and 
1 1 0 fon er 1 rent hip a 
—— oa ng 22 ‘bat be ; 1 * nish be hed i 00 
wry be on the hee 93 Bere neg | to interfe in turn atruck 
dows bythe accused. * 8 hd Savakka . the hose when 
: BS “what Was being ‘ 56. The accused hem nd attacked 
the with „his Holle. Je io pons. to the "police ti and tts 


bimseh! up.“ 


The Additional Seesions Judge of Dears conviated. 15 
sentenced him l of t snes . here. was ) 


to the High Qo 
L „ ‘Their 


after a patient — oh hat chere 
— of 1 5 and ihne Ar 


ite 2 then, that chough there: 


e ond 


9 N Id not Nnke ‘ 4 

— to the gallows. Gan anything be more ö 
Harding Aang only able to put a stop to this sort o f 
r. 92 7 he bite i , Avntts Ratan 1 
0 ar. } 4 ee % t 

be Pee, ne St „ omagisine . 


N 
x | 
5 7 ' way Me eek’ : 8 es ne 
ence produced by the ple 5 
u 0 a * * * ’ 
2 * @ 


r 1 
1 ‘sunitnotied ’ 1 lu natic’ : | 


10 ap 
“on the e 1 ed. 
he ‘his up-keep in the Lunatic 


9 ¥ * 17 


(234) 


Asylum. As, however, be declined to do either on tbe g 
was hauled up on a 1 eontempt of court ‘and ‘released on nr 
Rs, 50. On the 9th March his case was taken up, when be filed a written 
statement to the effect that he was too poor to bear the enpetne, that the two 
brothers did not live in joint mess and that whatever property they had, had 
previously been divided. 

‘¢ Mark now what followed, Mr. Gordon sent Kali Kinkar to 3 


1 of 70 


for a 
fortnight on a charge of contempt of court for having disobeyed oe order to 
pay rh the up-keep of his insane brother. Thereafter, a mu on behalf 


of Kali Kiukar, deposited Rs. 9 jas Surj N eee éhalge it, the 
Lunatic Asylum for one month, when ‘the prisoner was ordered’ to be released 
on furnishing security for Rs. 50, An appeal, we hear, has been preferred by 
Kali Kinkar, and so we would not make any comment on the merits ‘of the 
case. The order-sheet in the case will, we believe, show the reader how 
matters actually stand. We quote it here for ready be rere — “en : 


6 Onper Snurr. 


4 13-2-1912,—Sumraon his brother for tk gee 

‘+ 22-2-1912,——Brother present refuses to take o wil Sarg ar pay for keep. He 
will give bail in Rs. 50 to appéar 9-2-1912, The Civil Surgeon will be daked to 
send lunatic to Asylum. Asylum authorities will be — to state the cost 
per month to be recovered from lunatic’s relations. Lunatic’s dan (wife and 
daughters) to appear and take delivery of the pr property 
Pile, 9-3-1912.— The brother still refuses to care of or maintain the 
lunatic, although he informed me at last hearing that the lunatic has property. 
He is committed to jail for 14 days. Put up on 23-3-1912, when he will be 
. produced before 4 by the jailor. Sub- Inspector will enquire as to the 
. property of the lunatic. 

4 11-3-1912.—Application filed. Call for from jail. 


44 11-3-1912,—Accused was sentenced to 14 days imp ent for failure 
to contribute to the keep of his brother in the 5 or to 1 roper care of 
him, A mukhtear now 99 — with Rs. 9 (a month’s cost) which he: wishes to 
deposit and obtain the release of accused. A copy of the order of commitment 
has been applied for, and I understand that an appeal is to be preferred. 
There is nothing in section 5 of Act 86 of 1868 which specifieally allows the 
release of accused on his complying with the order for failure to obey which 
he was committed ‘to rison. But it appears to me that his release on com- 
NE pliance is but just an The imprisonment is properly speaking for 
in contempt, ond I think should be dealt with in a similar manner as is laid down 

: in section 485, i. e., the imprisonment should cease on obedience of ‘accused. 
The accused is accordingly released on bail of Rs. 50 to appear when called 2 
but a copy of the order * will be sent to the District M 3 un der 


section 436, as it is possible to argue that this procedure is i s irregular. 
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lan . 
Ai T : Chidembaram Fial 14 4 oo 3 to 6 pooh ty t 
1 was detained in an Indian jail, undergoing rigorous ‘imprisonisies 
— 1 referred to. It now lies with the Government to make the a 
1 of transportation passed on Pulin Behari Das more or less bard by ‘detaining 
a. him in an Indian jail or sending him to the Andamans as is required by the 


law of the land.” 
Inu ur, 598. The following is taken from the Indian Empire :—‘‘The period of 
sth Al u. * _o: unrest and anarchy * followed the alitlon of 
i between esl Bengal showed to people of dada how the 
authorities here 3 to tthe institution of cons- 
piracy cases, at a ruinous cost to the public’ exchequer, involving ‘tremendous 


ffering to all the pe 
— oonepirady cases 5a, in all 


notions, but we shoul 
instances.” 1 


509. „X, in the course of a letter to the Amrita Basar Patrika, on tho 
The ways of te of scholarship granted to Miss J ate Guha, OF 
Benga! Hdnestionsl authorities. Baxisal, and its presentation instead, to the danghter 
of a Muhammadan Deputy Inspector of Schools, wonders how “ this miracle ” 
was brought about. He adds: —“ Be it noted that Malatilata is the daughter 


of our distinguished townsman, Srijut Sarat Chandra Guha, M. A., B. L. We do 


not know whether his political activities have anything to do. with this magical 
transformation, or whether his race has anything to do with it. I hope the 
authorities will render a reasonable explanation of their decision, otherwise it 
will leave a very sad impression upon the girl and the public.” 5 
600. The following is an extract from the letter of the Amrita Basar 
1 Piatritas own correspondent at Santipur: “ The 
The Santipar Sripatheata. Managing Committee of the Sripathsaia, the ‘only 
loval Hindu girls’ school, are trying their level best to improve the institution. 
They have lately appointed an experienced Pandit ia addition to the one 
already in service, and have arranged to engage a tailor to téach’ the art of 
sewing to the girls. We hope the Director of Public Instruction will kindly 
sanction a grant-in-aid and help the well-wishers of the school in their noble 
attempt.” ons „ ' C 5 
601. Commenting on India’s” observation that the open door” in the 
„ e Indian Educational Service has now been definitely 
The Indian Educational Service. shown by Sir Harcourt Butler to exist only where 
Europeans are concerned, the Amrita Basar Patrika usks :—“ But why in the 
Indian Educational Service only? The predominance of the white“ element, 
so far as higher offices are concerned, is discernible in most other services. 
In the Postal Service, there are six Post-Masterships' carrying a salary of 
Rs. 600 each. And they all are held by whitemen!” 
602. Regarding the educational needs of Berar, the Indias’ Nation says 

call needs of Berar, that India e greatest needs to-day are educatio 
Educational needs of Berar. and His Excellency:the Viceroy promised to atten 
to the educational advancement of the country. Each province has now been 
supplied with a fair amount to start vigorously on her own improvement in 
the matter of education. Amidst all this distribution of doles, where, asks 
the journal, does Berar stand? Berar has one | got nothing by wa 

of grant. It presents rather a poor record of educational achievement, thoug 
it has borne strong testimony to the general capacity and educational ‘aptitude 
of its people. It is true that the sub-provinco is fairly supplied with 9 


and secondary vernacular schools; there are also a good number of Anglo- 
vernacular schools for boys, and of the four districts, three des boys high 


schools. On the other hand, the absence of any provision for the higher 
instruction of girls and of an Arts College is keenly felt. The feeling in 
Berar on this point is so real that such a handicap is regarded as an actual 
grievance. The need of an Arts College for Berar is also sadly felt. The 
other pressing need of Berar is a high school for girls.. There is no institution 
in Berar giving higher secondary instruction to girls. - The desire for such 
education is keen in the province. 


603. Commenting on N55 proposal to have a N = residential 
: 5 University at Davoa © Amrita Basar. Patrika 
by proposed Daces 1 is hostile to the proposal on the following grounds: 

In England, and possibly in other European countries, such Tiniversition are 
maintained, as a rule, by private endowments, If a number of public-spirited 
Hindu an} Musalman gentlemen had Similarly éndowed the proposed Dacca 
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claims of the Hindus in 


Monahan, 
not oountenance a policy n by the Magistmate, which, aims at racial 


tax-payers, for 

well-to-do a. For, be it noted, it is euch students alent. ‘who can avail 

— mod the benefits of such a eostly institution, . Secondly, in the matter 
of appointments under Government, preference will naturally be given to the 
alumm of the residential University over — who may be educated in Colleges 
which are not affiliated to such a Universi Asa matter of fact, the latter 
will be bound to be regarded as a class o graduates inferior to those who will 
take their degrees from the residential and teaching University; and thus E 
of them, however brilliant, ‘Gil dover beable 60 enter the — 
teaching and residential University at Daccs tius virtually m fen 
men’s sons will fatten at the expense of the general public.“ 


(e)—Loval S. Oo and Municipal Administration. 


604, The Amrita Bonar Patnika is at a loss to find ov whet principle 
Roninaton of Mr. WB. Mr. W. H. Phelps has been nominated 1 
Pbeipe 80 . Seren ad the Caloutta Tanten b 
Calcutta > Municipality. ‘Government. It seoms . I. . J. J. 
Simmons who was recommended for renomination. What epecial 2 
My. Phelps has for the, past is not known to the paper. He was the 
tative of the Trades Assoviation for a very long time, but that emin ent bods 
has ceased to return him. This shows that in the estimation of the people — 
D © peaper,eqmpimnctien, I 2he a | Board he 
is not evidently a proper representative. next place, he.contested a 
in. ward against ite distingnisbed an, Rai Debendra Chandra 
Ghose Bahadur, and wus 


y defeated. Thie shows that the new sphere uf 
usefulness which Mr. Phelps wanted to find out did not accord with the views 


of the people who, however, are; his on kith aud kin. ) 
605. A correspondent writing to the Arwita Basar Patrika on this subject, 


The Bogre: Municipal elections, sai that the elections resulted in six Hindus and 
trate tried: to 


our, Mphammadaps being. spinel, but the 10 7 
9 the — by nominating two Muhammadena. 

of his attempt, th * would be still. difference of three. 48-0 fiicio Hindm in, wd 

‘Municipelity. What, saksithe:spriter, has, made our Magistrate ignore the just 

ing one af the two Government nominees, is 
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607. The following extract is taken from a letter from the Amrita 1 — 
—— Parise Pabna 8282 The 
steamer service between Kushtia abna is . 
irregular, to the ineonvenience of all. There ia no railway, which is a long- 
felt want, and without it, egress and ingress have been made: impracticable. 


( 237 ) 


: Govefnment nor the Railway Board. attends to this 
We se comy. selene Martin & G Messrs. Thetra 


want. We invite Messrs. . . 
Mohun & Oo., to open a light railway connecting Pabna with Saraghat 


. is will be a v rofitable concern and they will get 
re Bigg — of 43 5 or big annual subsidies from our District Board. 
We hope we are not crying in the wilderness.” : i 

(h)}— General. 5 
608. The following is an extract from a letter from the Bengales’s Sylhet 


correspondent :—‘‘Sylhet is extremely grateful to 
—" ou * all the —— you are taking on its 
behalf. I should also thank our friends in other parts of Bengal who have 


begun to move to secure our return to Bengal. The way in which the Govern- 
ment of India has disposed of the case of Sylhet in the scheme of redistribu- 
tion is, to say the least of it, disappointing. No reason has been shown why 
Sylhet should be separated from ngal, Nor has any reply even been 
vouchsafed to the memorials addressed to it.“ 25 1 
609. Commenting on the rumour that Mr. O. H. Crosse has been selected 
| to officiate for Mr. Girard, Income-tax Collector, the 
Amrita Bazar Patrika sincerely hopes that there 
is no truth in the rumour, for if Mr. Jrosse is 
to be appointed to officiate as Income-tax Collector, it would come to be 
regarded as something like an official jobbery. The official career of 
Mr. Crosse is a phenomenal one. Ho first entered service as a member of the 
clerical staff of the Government of India in 1897. And, would it be believed, 
that in 9 years’ time he was raised from the slough of the clerical establish- 
ment to an executive office and appointed a Deputy Magistrate on a salary 
of Rs. 500? The outside public are of course in the dark as to any special 
qualifications which entitled him to get such a big jump, su ing the 
claims of so many Deputy Magistrates of the fifth, sixth, seventh and eight 
grades. Two things are, however, wel-lknown. Mr Orosse holds no Uni - 
versity degree, though it is an open secret that he has an influential relation 
in the upper walks of the Provincial administration. He is now acting as 
a Deputy Collector in Manbhum. If the paper has been 3 informed 
there are several candidates for the officiating appointment, both Indian and 
European, who have worked in the Income-tax office and have thus a 
knowledge of its work. Is it possible then that their claims would be over- 
looked in favour of Mr. Crosse, specially when it is remembered that 
he has no personal knowledge of Calcutta, its people, its trade and commerce, 
as also its professions? | 
610. The Indian Mirror notes with interest that in view of the impending 
Sir Lawrence Jenkins, retirement of Sir George Clarke, a strong desire 
is felt in Bombay that the Governorship of Bombay 
should be conferred upon Sir Lawrence Jenkins, Chief Justice of Bengal. 
611. Adverting to * rae of 75 l 8 3 I 
3 a aja Kisori Lal Goswami had fully justified his 
% Kisori Lal Goswami. election as the first Indian Member of the Bengal 
Executive Council, the Bengalee asks:—If this is the official view, the public 
is entitled to knuw why the Raja should have ceased to be a Member of Council 
before his full term was over. With the elevation of Bengal to the status of 
a Presidency Government, the old Council was, indeed, bound to be dissolved, 
but there was nothing to prevent the Raja from being reappointed. In any 
case, there was no justification for bringing to a premature end the official 
career of the first Indian Member of the 
opinion of the Government themselves, the Raja had fully justified his selection. 
612. The Amrita 1 Ne arpa of the fgg — of the 
aries Commission appointed by Lord Curzon’s 
onan effects of the Salaries Government, It was Eitended to umeliorate the 
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for annually increasing ones. It appeared thit the saving thus effected: was 
applied to meet the a ditional cost due to the increase of the minimum salary 
rt So far all went right. The holders of permanent posts in the higher 
grades were given the assurance thut so long as they worked they would be 
allowed to draw their usual pay. Thus it seemed that while holders of posts 
with increased salaries would get the advantage of the new scheme, those with 
diminished salaries would, in all fairness, be allowed to draw their existing 
ay without any increase or diminution. But when, towards the close of the 
ast official year, the different departments were called upon to submit their 
arrear pay-bills,—for, we must remember, the new scheme has a retrospective 
effect—the real difficulty was experienced. | ie 
Submit your arrear pay bills at once, or else the amount will be 
forfeited ’—Some such mandate was circulated towards the middle of March 
last amongst all heads of departments by the Accountant-General. When, 
however, in hot-haste after working night 14 day these bills were prepared 
and submitted, what fate did they meet? y, the reply was something 
to this effect: ‘You have sent a bill for Rs, 1,018 for arrear pav of your 
establishment, taking into consideration the retrospective effect. It is so far 
all right, Deduct from it Rs. 1,003, the amount overdrawn by your officers 
of the higher grades, and here is Rs. 15, the balance,’ The Head of the 
Department thus admonished is naturally taken aback. He does not know 
what to do, and in his bewilderment orders his upper subordinates to refund 
at once what they have overdrawn in the course of several years. | 
Now this unlooked for deduction, as any one can see, operates as a great 
hardship for three reasons. First, the ministerial officers of the lower grades 
are not allowed to draw their promised increase of pay and are thus made to 
suffer for the alleged fault (overdrawal) of others. 5 econdly, the ministerial 
officers in the higher grades are made to refund the amounts which it was 
eres they would not have to refund. And lastly, these latter classes are 
„Per to re und at once what they are alleged to have overdrawn in the course 
613. Tho Amrita Bazar 1 * own agp cule wang 8 the W 
of the exclusion of Bhagalpur from Bengal, says 
88 — — oe already the people are getting a foretaste ‘f 
what their position will be like. I have it from more than one reliable source 
that a very highly-placed official who had lately been on tour to the Sonthal 
1 1 condemned the continuation of Bengali as a secohd language in the 
High English School, although the Sonthal Parganas are admitted on all hands to 
be an esentially Bengali-speaking district, and Bengali boys form by far the 
majority of the school-going population of that district. Who will say this 
is not the harbinger of worse dings to come ? „„ sel 
614. The Amrita Basar Pairika’s own correspondent at Pabna writes as 
3 follows: “ Babu Ambika Charan Moitra, B. L., Vakil, 
oe happened to disagree and quarrel with Mr. Dunlop, 
our District Magistrate. Between them there was at first good feeling, but 
now the reverse is the case. Babu Ambika Charan was the other day invited 
to a Co-operative Society meeting at the District Board here, when Mr, Scott, 
the Special officer of the said gociety, visited this place. Mr. Dunlop, we are 
told, got Babu Ambika Charan Moitra out of the meeting and then attended 
the same. Why was Ambika Babu at all invited only to be treated in this 


way ? Mr. Dunlop was not very popular here.” 
615, In the coarse of a lengthy article on the recent administrative 
Ses is en changes, the Comrade says that, except for the 
people of Calcutta, the rest of India has accepted 
the change of capital as a measure fraught with great and beneficial 
: ssibilities for the country. The inundation from the West has already 
ertilized the soil of Eastern India. It is now the turn of the parched and 
potentially fertile soil of the north to receive the beneficial moisture.“ 
It goes on to appeal to the Muhammadans to combine with their Hindu 
brethren in the thousand and one concerns of everyday life. It perceives 
the possibility of ‘evolving out of the jealousies of to-day a political entity 
on federal lines, a unique constitution, because, in accordance with our unique 
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itustion, it would be a federation of faiths,” and in order to enable such 
federation to come into being, it is necessary to have the guidatice of Great 
Britain, which the Comrade pronounces as the best Government for India at 
esent. 333 3 . : 
é Turning to the changes in Bengal, the journal writes that while formerly 
Bengal problems had a tendency to beco 
Viceroy and his Councillors have been removed to Delhi, the people of Bengal 
must settle down to the solution of their difficulties unaided by the support and 
undisturbed by the officious interference of men of other provinces. . 
The next point considered is the fear that if the jealousies of Hindus and 
Mussalmans continue, school books in districts where the Musalmaus prepon- 
derate, will be written in a manner calculated to force on them Hindu mepira- 
tion of Hindu religious literature, with essentially Hindu imagery and à good 
deal of Sanskrit vocabulary, to the neglect of the essentially M slem inspira · 
tion, Persian and Arabic imagery and the vocabulary that is derived from 
these sources. The avoidance of this anomaly and the compulsory teaching 
of Persian and Arabic in Muhammadan schools and Colleges are submitted for 


the consideration of His Excellency the Governor. 


The article then appeals to Lord Carmichael that he will not accept 
beautiful sentiments for facts, for Bengal is a land of emotions which deceive the 
people of Bengal no less than others. It trusts that when His Excellency 18 
asked to listen tothe voice of the people he will first enquire what the term 
people“ signifies. 1 

Finally the journal exhorts the Hindus of Bengal to be magnanimous 
towards the Musalmans who lack so much that the Hindus have, and to the 
Muhammadans it appeals to “ let gy be bygones; ” to wipe off old scores 
and write up a new account. “Trust that you may be trusted. Believe 
that you may be believed.“ ae %% 

616. An old servant” writes to * ager’ ot bo Amrita win ak aue 

complaining that while the and emolumen 
Inspectors of Post Offices. of al 8 have been ala, increas ed, the 
salaries of the Inspectors of Post Offices remain the same. He hopes that the 
Director-General will take into his consideration the pitiable case of the ill-fated 
‘Inspectors and redress their just grievances by granting them suitable increase 
in their graded pay and substitute the post of Assistant Superintendent” 
1. general line of the Post Office, by giving promotion to the deserving 
Inspectors. | 1 | | : 111 
617. Commenting on Mr. Rasul’s reference in his presidential speech to 
ei autonomy, the Indian Mirror writes :—“* We must 
| — say that the attitude and utterances of some of the 
highest in the land are certainly responsible for it, but whether such a belief is 
justified, is another matter. The Government, by its words and deeds, has 
encouraged this sentiment among the people. The words of the despatch of 
the Government of India are capable only of one interpretation. It is only 
nutural that the Bengal politicians are making much of these words. Whether 
the country is yet ripe for colonial form of Government, and whether the 
social, moral and educational conditions of the people would make such a form 
of Government workable at the present time, are questions about which 
opinions will differ even among the people themselves. 5 5 

618. Referring to the grievances of the temporary Supply and Transport 
„ Grievance, of the temporary Agents and the Hospital Store-keepers, the Amrita 
Supply and Transport Agents and Basar Patrika says that there isa large temporary 
Hospital Store-keepers. establishment who have not yet been transferred 
to the permanent staff, through no fault of their own, but on account of several 
schemes of redistribution and “ reform instituted by the authorities, 
although many of them have been serving the Government as temporary hands 
for, would it be believed, twenty years! Most of these having passed the 
Better portion of their careers, are now precluded from seeking empluyment in 
any other branch of the public service. If this be not a hardship the journal 
does not know what is. Fancy, these Supply and Transport Agents and 
Hospital Store-keepers, after having spent the best years of their life in the 
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¢: : 1 af 
enable such a 
+ * a 


ome All-India problems, now that the 


AMBITA Basa 


Paint. 
8th Apl. 1918. 


Inst ar Mreron, 


AknIIA Ba EAR 


PATRIKA. 


Amt BAA 
PaTRika, 


h Apl. 1912. 


Auri?ta Bazar 
P ATRIKA, 


4th Apl. 1918. 


Dre, 
Sth Apl. 1913. 


TALBGRAPH, 
6th Apl. 1918, 


( 340 ) 


deprived of their bread. It cannot conceive of a better case for the favourable 
consideration of the Military authorities. = : 


II].—Lecistatiox, — 


619. Referring to the constitution of a new Legislative Council for the 
: Presidency and the question of electorates, 
—_ legisla the Amrita Basar Patrika says that there is no deny- 
wis ing the fact that the present electorates are by no 
means satisfactory, and have contributed not a little to the failure so far of the 
reformed Councils. The journal is certainl pleased at the prospect of the 
Government revising the whole scheme of elections in Bengal; because it has 
pointed out times without number, that unless there be a modification of the same 
on reasonable and popular lines, the refurms as granted to the Indians would 
be of little or no use as an appreciable advance in self-government. 


IV. Nara Srares, | 


620. Referring to the sentences passed on three Muhammadans ina murder 
8 ir State, Case Which occurred in July 1909, in the Kashmir 
— State and the orders passed by the Governor- 
General in Council reversing these convictions, the Amrita Basar Patrika 
wishes to know if, according to the Government, the present formed a special 
case in which it found itself compelled to intervene! If this is so, the 
reasons should be made public to allay public misgiving. So far as the public 
are concerned, they can only look upon this act of the Government of India 
as undue interference with the valued rights and privileges of an Indian 
State. It does not know if the Durbar will move in the matter and seek to 
rehabilitate its prestige. The journal’s opinion is that His Highness the 
Maharaja should, if not for anything else, at least for the sake of principle, 
and this for the simple reason that once he surrenders a jot of his power or 
privilege, no one can say where the end will be or how far he will have to 
descend. In the present case, when the interference has emanated from the 
Governor-General in Council, it hopes that some friendly M. P.’s would put 
a question in Parliament on it and obtain an authoritative pronouncement 
from the * authority. n 
621. Reverting to the order of the Governor-General releasing the 
mis accused in the Kashmir murder case, the Bengalee 
states that the action of the Governor-General 
in Council will create a sense of profound disappointment in the public mind, 
and it sincerely hopes an explanation will be forthcoming. 
622. As an instance of the interference of the Government of India with 
nee the internal affairs of Native States, the Telegraph 
: writes that in a case of murder recently tried 
successively by the State Sessions Court of Kashmir, the High Court, and lagtly, 
7 His Highness the Maharaja himself, an ukase reached the Durbar from the 
overnment of India ordering the immediate release of the Muhammadan accused. 
The Maharaja had thus, before his subjects at least, to revise his own order and 
eat his own word without being moved even by the prisoners and set them at 
liberty. Even a child can understand how much he suffered in prestige before 
his subjects, It is simply beyond our comprehension that the Government of 
India would think of interfering with a judicial finding of the Maharaja in which 
his own subjects are concerned, especially when the records show that the trials 
were held with all due care, such as would mark them if they were held by 
British Courts of justice. The case has naturally caused something like 
anxiety and panic among the rulers and subjects of Native States. If such a 
thing could happen in the second State in the Empire, what guarantee is there 
3 * will not be interfered with at every step in violation of all 
reaty rig ; 
The Telegraph, therefore, appeals to Government to ighten the public 
on the subject and reassure the Indian Chiefs that it is not the intention of 
the paramount power to exercise undue interference in the internal affairs of 


the Durbars. It is of opinion that a question should be put in Parliament 
and efforts made to deer tp the ene. * i 
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623. The following are the comments of the Indian Empire on this subject :— 
| Kashmir State, If this is not interference with the’ internal, ad 
Murder in the Tear tete. ministration of a Native State, we do not know 

what is. The case under notice was tried in the State. Courts, and 
as cases should be, yet the Governor-General in Council issued a skase 
the Maharaja to release the prisoners. Why this step was. taken, has 
been explained; and naturally, therefore, have Indian Chiefs come to feel 
their very integrity is at stake. The Maharaja of Kashmir has had to 
his uwn words and quash his own decision. This can never help to maintain 
his prestige in the eyes of his subjects. But under treaty rights he is supreme 
in his own territories with powers of life and death over his subjects.» The 
paramount power has no right to interfere with the internal administration unless 
the subjects are so oppressed by the Chief as to call for interference in the 
interests of humanity. If the judicial independence of even the lowest 
Court in British India were interfered with by the Government itself, a 
perfect how! would be raised. How much more undesirable’ must it then 
be to interfere with the judicial independence of a first-class Indian potentate. 
624, The Tstegraph speaking of the return of the Chief of Hoti to his 
e territory says: ‘‘ His age, position, undoubted and 
eres life-long loyalty, his singular popularity are and 
should have been factors to determine the attitude of the local authorities 
towards him; but in spite of the authoritative dictum of the Bombay High 

Court that there was no charge against him on account of which he could 
arrested, he was kept in hajus and treated like an ordinary felon. His cause 
deserves the urgent and adequate consideration of the Government of India 
aud of the British Parliamentpespecially after the insinuation of his being 

in the bad books of the present head of the Local Administration.” . 
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V.—PROSrrors OF THE Crops AND ConDITION or THE PEOPLE. 


625. In a letter to the Amrita Basar Patrita, Babu Bhuban Mohan 
Mitra. the well-known pleader of Bajshahi, 
complains of the scarcity of good drinking water 
in the interior of Bengal and suggests that 
the Governor may be pleased to relax the rule of one-third contribution 
and issue a peremptory order on District Boards to excavate a certain uumber 
of tanks every year in villages in the interior under their administration. 
Landlords of villages, be is confident, will give land free of cost, provided they 
are not deprived of the ownership, subject to the rules of the Board as to the 
use of water by the public. 1 nx | 


The scarcity of good drinking 
water in the interior of Bengal. 


VI. —MisczlLAxEOs. 
626. The following paragraph is taken from the Musaiman :—“ We are 
ee de hae to understand that premises No. 7, Canal 
re West Road, on which a large mosque, called 


Ketabuddin Sircar’s Mosque is situated, are going to be acquired by the 
authorities of the Eastern Bengal State Railway, and that the mosque will 
be demolished. If this be true, we do not know of any sacrilegeous act 
which cannot be perpetrated by the authorities of the Railway. The mosque 
is in existence for over a hundred years or 80, and to attempt to demolish 
it is to deliberately wound the religious feeling of the Musalmans, We do not 
know what the attitude of the Government would be, after its experience 
of the Talla riots over a similar affair, We, however, call the serious attention 


of the District Magistrate of the 24, Parganas to this matter, and hope he will 


come forward to intervene before the Muhammadan feeling is outraged and 
before it is too late. a 
627, Tho Indian ae i fone attention to the work of the d= sexta 
Need of si : ita barini Sabha in tiajputana, started throu 
non vere the efforts of Colonel Walter, Agent to the Gover 
nor-General, more than a genre of a century ago. It is impossible to 
exaggerate what this Sabha hus done in raising tue Rajputs in the social scale. 
t is silent work of this nature that exalteth a community. Those who 
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wish well of Bengal cannot do better than to divert popular activities from 
noisy, hollow demonstrations in the field of politics to fruitful work in the 
direction of social, moral, religious, industrial ial and commercial progress. The 
journal does not minimise the value of politital work, but says that under the 
t happy conditions, Bengalis may well suspend their political activities 
and begin to think of matters which concern their social and industrial well- 
being. There must be a carefal study of social and industrial question, and 
the workers must be ready to set an example in devoted, selfless service. 
Work with an eye to public applause is seldom fruitful. It is time that the 
people in Bengal should find out who are real patriotic workers. 
628. The Bengalee animadverts upon the ill-treatment and op ion of 
indentured Indians in South Africa by their Over- 
: seers, and adds :—‘‘ We trust that educated opinion 
in India will not lose sight of the treatment of Indians in Natal, in other 
of South Africa, in Canada and in Australia. We believe we are justified in 
saying that Colonial opinion was at one time apprehensive of an outburst of 
indignation and protest in India in regard to these matters, but has now grown 
callous, believing that people in India are not sufficiently interested in those 
abroad, whether merchants, educated men, or labourers, to make any effort 
in their favour.” ila 
629. Commenting on the —_ strike A England, the —_— 2 * 
3 remarks: — These gigantic strikes whi ave 
The oval strike ia mn become a factor of Hie in western countries are 
however, unknown in India. Let the difference in treatment of those who 
go on strike or form any combination here and in England is quite marked.“ 
630. The Bengale regards as among the moet useful things done at the 
on be Chittagong Conference the formation of a Com- 
Pee Conferenes. mittee of the Provincial Conference which is to 
work throughout the year with a view to carrying 
out the resolutions of the Conference. Such a Committee will mean an 
immense accession of strength to the cause of political agitation and public 
work generally in the new Presidency. Neither political agitation nor 
constructive work which aims at improving the people's condition or lot can 
be carried on in an effective manner, if it is left to be done exclusively 
through an organisation which meets for only two days in the year. 
Mr, B. Chakravarti referred to another very cogent reason why the Committee 
should be formed. In case of difficulties, he said, there must be some body 
which can be referred to, which can advise, which will devise ways and means 
for the benefit of the districts. Questions do arise from time to time which 
must be dealt with at once, if they are to be dealt with at all. At present 
‘they are dealt with by public meetings in different parts of the Province or 
a meeting at the Town Hall which is attended by delegates from the different 
districts. If a Standing Committee of the Provincial Conference were in 
existence, the work might be done in a more systematic and satisfactory 
manner. | 
631. The following is taken from the Amrita Basar Paitrika :—‘‘Many grote- 
aque things may be enumerated, some of which might 
55 have been actually witnessed by a fortunate few. 
g Take for instance the graceful dance of the 
tortoise or the * of grave owls. But perhaps a still more grotesque 
spectacle is the development of Babu Surendra Nath Banerjea into a Hindu 
social reformer. They had what is called a ‘Social Conference’ at Chitta- 
gong which was apparently attended by some Hindus, non-Hindus, ‘ advanc- 
ed’ Hindus, progressive Hindus, and what not, though its main 
constituents were beardless youths and sight-seeing villagers. And Babu 
Surendra Nath Banerjea was elected as their high priest to condemn the 
is and 2 customs. Now, Babu Surendra N ol is _ 
welcome to play any role that may suit his purpose, but we stro obj 
to the mischievous . eig * be pen N V “lost all 
zende Of propriety when he indu society with ‘ neglecting’ their 
ladies, and ‘ selfishly sacrificing and unjustly 3 diem, Even the 
bitterest enemy of the Hindus would not venture to utter such a gross libel 
against them, as the Hindu woman has the reputation of being a model of 


Oppression in the Colonies. 
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her sex and Hindu mothers, wives, sisters and widows sre, as & rule, 
ministering augels in a Hindu family, who would never have been able to become 
such if they had been selfishly sacrificed and cruelly neglected. We wonder 
there was not one Hindu in the so-called Social Conference, or, even a 
non-Hindu, either to cry shame on Babu Surendra Nath when he preferred 
such an atrocious charge against the Hindus. 

“It should be stated here that socially Babu Surendra Nath has no status 
in Hindu society. His description of the alleged cruel treatment accorded 
to Hindu women is, therefore, utterly worthless, He is, of course, quite 
within his rights to speak of the few women belonging to his own community 
that he may have come across. But he must leave the genuine Hindus 
alone. Surely they know well enough, without any outside help, how to 
treat their mothera and other female relatives. Thev worship their mothers 
as godly beings ; they look upon their wives as eternal partners; they give 
such education to their pes or and sisters as does not un-Hinduise them 
and shake their faith in the religion of their forefathers. 

‘“ We are not justified in condemning the social customs of the Europeans, 
if they themselves are reconciled tothem. But we are quite within our rights 
to protest against their introduction into our society if we apprehend dangers 
from them. Now, women in Europe are trying to grow s and moustaches 
for themselves. Indeed, a militant suffragette is only a beard-and-moustached 
woman with a lachi in hand to break everything in her way; and, we must 
confess, we have a dread of her, and shall never permit our women to be 
converted into such undesirable beings. Indeed, who knows that if undue 
freedom were given to our women and all ntal control removed from them 
in the matter of their marriage, they would not, in due course, rise in rebellion 
against their male guardians, turn into as good suffragettes as their sisters in 
Europe have become; und arm themselves, if not with clubs, at least with 
broomsticks to apply them on the backs of their male opponents? 

“By the way, it sometimes ccours to us that Europeans can yet save 
themselves from this suffragette danger which threatens to turn their society 
upside down, by adopting our purda’ and early marriage systems. But this 
is a matter, in which, as stated above, we have no right to pass any opinion. 
We only offer it as a suggestion to those Europeans who are getting sick of the 
achievements of the suffragettes. As for Hindu women, well, we shall ever 
try to keep them as they are—ministering divinities who lead their husbands 
to purity, holiness and to the God-head, and who sweeten their hard and 


struggling outdoor lives by their disinterested love, devotion and sacrifice, all 
their own, within the precincts of home. ” 


632. The Indian Mirror remarks that Babu Surendra Nath Banerji struck“ ts0ux Mason, 


Babu Surendra Nath Bhnerjee the true chord at Chittagong by saying that politics 
as a social reformer. alone will not save the people. Coming from one of 


the foremost political leaders of Bengal, sucha declaration, the Indian Mirror says, 
is most significant and the new movement for social pro is therefore sure to 


give unbounded satisfaction. The journal hopes that it will soon see a band 
of devoted and earnest workers consecrated to this cause. 


J. 8. WILSON, 
Specl, Asstt, to the Deputy Inspr.-Genl. of Police. 
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